} and plaine declaration, con- 


cerning the deſires of all thoſe faithfull 
Miniſters, that hawe and do ſeeke for the 
Diſcipline and reformation of the Church 
of Englande: 


Which erue for 4 inſt Apologie apain 
W : m___ je COT 4 


, 


AT LONDON; 


Printed by Robert Walde-graue, 
i584. 


A prztace to 


* the Chriſtian 


«X# Reader. 


| HE holy Prophets hawin 
oftentymes, 4 but ſearched 1.Pet.g.uw, 
vvhen and at vvhat time the 
forcſceing ſpirit of God de- 
clared vnto them the mani- 
Ar fold afflitions and troubles 
| x 2 ofthe church to come; haue 
therevpon entered into great lamentations for 
* the ſaine: And have nor =_— vvept and faſted "Pe 
them ſelues,» bur haue compiled forthe church TO 
vyhole bookes; of lamentations ; therein inſtru- wo 
Qing them what vvay to take, for appeaſing the lod.s. 
fierce wrath/of God breaking our againſt 
\ VVhich dutic in ſemblable nt gr novy 
| long agoe haue beene done of vs, didnor the 
bope vvee conceiue in the middeſt of manyc 
tempeſtes , confirme vs in ſuch expeRation of 
her maicſtic and her moſt honourable counſell, 
' | as that accordingto their clemencie tovvardes 
thepoore miniſters and their families,bur moſt 
eſpecially according to their holye and zealous 
care,vvhich ought to abound for the cleane dri- 
| uing out of the Cananites, and planting, hed- 
FE, prning, and continuall preſcruing of the 
'; is vincyard,from Foxes, yealittle ers 
bo x pO 
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this ciuill vvar,2s a man may fay, of the church 
AAizo.26, vvhcrein ſo much of that bloud»(vvherof Paule 
ſpcaketh) is powred to the grounde,ſhoulde b 
hes hohe and iuſte authoritie, fully bee ende 
Now,vvhen as vveat this time, are ſubic al. 
woſte ynto all the afflitions vyhich tan come 
vito a church, bleſſed of God vvith fuch a chii. 
| fiian and happre regiment z as to the prophane 
| Neh.4-2.3.4 ſcoffing of the # Hammonits at the buylding of 
| Neh.4.7, the church,as ata vval vvhich a Fox thould de. 
| firoyz tothe contpiracies of the Atrabies and 


' Neh 6.5.6. tholcof Alhodzrathefalle « charges of ſediti- + 


on, contempt of all pood lavyes and procee- 
Neko. 4nges,liketo that of Sanballat;yea ro the *pro= 
7. 

pheres them ſelues , vndermining,nay reulling, 

diſplacing, and gricuouſlye affi&ing the Godly 

2ndlcarned miniſterie, & ſo conſequently pla- 

Toel.1 g. ging the Church vvith that plague vyherby#:tha 
Amos8. 11. prieftes may mourne , becauſe there is no offe- 
12.13, ring,and the people periſhe,cuen the yong men 
| vvith the famine of hearing the vvorde of God 
preach=d :when I ſay, we are ſubicReo al theſe, 

vvee can thinke of no vvaye for reconciling the 

brethren at variance,& after a molt ſure & holy 

ynion of both their forces, for a couragious ſct- 

ting ypon the common aduerſary,then the ccr- 
taine,peaceable and reaſonable vvay following, 

VVhich is, that vvhereas both by bookes alrea- 

die written , andby rreatizes larelye and novy 

publiſh ed,it may appeare vve ſecke that vvhich 


| attheealt in the wdgement of all true Chriſti- 
' ans hath no ſmall probabilitie (as vve judge ne- 
: cellnic)of rruethout ofthe ſcriptuies: it maye 
pleaſe her mol excellent maicſtic and their ho» 
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*- RouUrSta appoynton bath (ides the beſt learned, 
moſt (zodly & moderate men to debate all difo 
rences of vyaight betweene them and vs. Sa 
at firit ypon ſufhc1:ne conſideration, the que= 
>Mions co b. debated be vynthour all anbiguitic 
Mer downe,the reaſons of both lides vvichour all 
2out-goynges (horrly and plainely deliucred in 
writing cachto ocher,that after vpon iuthcient 
eximinanonthe reaſons of both be continual. 
ye confixmed and reſolued, tilleycher by the e= 
*widence of truth one part yeeld vntothe other 3 
er thetol'y and maducs of thoſe vvhich gaynce 
fay it,do in egquall iudgeinent become manifeſt, 
n regarde of the contradictions and ablurdnies 
\yyherero they thall bee &ryuen by the ſorce of 
\Gods vrorde. V Vhich vvay though it ſhoulde 
come naked vnto vs can not well be refuſed,but 
becrng richly attyred vvith all cobes and orna= 
ments vyhich the ſcripture giueth vnto the Sy- 
nodicall afſemblyes tor ſuch conferences; as 
namely that there bee + much ſearching of the Atty; 
' tructh by ſufficient reaſoning vyuhoucall by 5-6 
marters,quartels,curſfions and colours vvhatlo. 
euer,thar there be much « order,vvhen the ſpi- 
rite of euerye prophet (hall be ſubieR vnto the 
its of theotner prophets, & the 1udgement of 
'al ſhalbe ſufficiently ke ud, vvithout Ropping of 
hee &'(ufficient anſwere, without Lordly cury= 
ing away of the matter with no ſubſtace of rea= 
fon , vvhere no authoritie , pregnancie of vvir, 
plauſible perſwafion of mans vviledome, ſhall 
*urn the truth aſide, bur al thil Rand in the#eui= 1.Cor 
dent demonſtration of Gods ſpirite: laſtly thas **"E# 
there bepeace without all bitternesgewlinges, 1,Cor,rg gy 
ww 3 luſpt= 
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fuſpicions,chargings of men dead8alive,wher- 
by affetions are mooued , iudgement blinded, 
2nd men drinen as vvith a mighty ſtrEame from 
the loue of the truth: vvhen it commeth thus a= 
dorned ve thinke,that vvhich we labor to 
cure to be ſo honorable#not only before Cod 
but alſo before men,that none can iudge other- 
vviie of it then vve doe. For ifany ſhall obicR, 
that the graue authoritic of Archbiſhops & Bi- 
ſhoppes Gaal receiue a checke , whileſt they are 
brought to deale with thoſe, whome they iudge 
ſewe,young,vnlcarned, and not comparablc to 
them (eluts : or that it is achallenge not much 
vnlike the Papiſtes: or laſtly,thatir (ball be pre» 
wdiciall to the eſtate of gouerment eſtabliſhed: 
It maye pleaſe their wiſedomes vvho arc to bee 
1udges,to conſider what vyce haue to aunſyyere 
vnto theſe things : whichgfrhey haue the truth 
of God his word, containe the ſafeſt & beſt way 
m ſuch caſes,tend tothe full quieting of all,and 
the remoouing ofthe plagues vvhich are vppon 
vs,and are like dayly further to come,cuen from 
the comon aduerſary:V Ve may boldly yet moſt 
humbly vppon our knees requyre them before 
God and all his ele& Angels nuy to caſt it away* 
VVherfore for the the firlt,let vs grant the great 
difference vvhich they make of yeares andleat- 
ning, yet the ſpeech of Elihu giueth them ſufh- 
* cient anſwer2,that this vnderitanding is not ty- 
ed to ſuch outvyardreſpettes but to the # reuc- 
lation of Gods ſpirit, and to accept in ſuch caſes 
the perſons of men,or to giue titles, is butto 
prouoke God to deſtroy vs, Yea let the memo- 
cable examples of #Ezechias and the mans > 
| . 
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poſMles in their counſels, ofaPaule in his AQC3.15.2þ 
Bpi andenenefe Porrla ing to the Gal.z.1, 
of ſome not ſo well i mooue AQU11.1. 3.3 
them, yyho not onely not refuſed the Levites & 4-%C- 
\Elders; but accepted the people in ſome maner 
© be heard to ſpeake,and to authorize their de- 
ry 16 and writings: at leaſt let their __ 
inion,that,in interpreting the ſcriptures 
| rm of doftrine, we > equal! vic them, D. VVhit- 
perſyvade them,not to refuſe thoſe, vvho ifthey gifts booke. 
ceulde ſtraine their conſciences to ſubſcribe ro page. 339 
the Archbiſh.articles,they would gladly receive 
them to be the Ambaſſadors of leſus Chriſt. As 
for the feyvnes itmay bee,iſthe ignorant mini- 
ers, the varieric of other which ſubſcribe,ſome 
doing it vvith this limitation & lome vvith that, 
forme holding their former jiudzement as not 
Om. by their ſubſcription,ſome lamenting 
ir -y to that behalfe vvere deduted,the nii- 
ber of the one vvculde notſo greatly furmount 
the other. As for the challenge of & Papiſtes 
knit yp vvith the conſideration of the eſtate,the 
difference may be conlidered in the matter and 
maner. Concerning the matter,they makeitin 
the ſubltaunce of reholon vyhich hath in diucrs 
Memblies abroad and at home beene diſputed, 
teſolued,ane novy publikly maintayned tor our 
trove &holy faith, V Ve in maters concerning the 
gonerriment of Chriit of great moment inked, 
neuer thus handled, nor vreing the alterati- 
@n,h ut perfetion of the eſtate ofthe Church, & 
furthcr yood of the common wealth, yyhilſt by 
this means amongſt many other things of great 
| Importance, the ignorant miniſtery,& by it po- * 
: eric 
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perie,S&by rebellion ſhould be auoyded, 


vyhich by the other ate moſt manifeſlly bred & * 


nouriſhed.Concerning the maner,they call it to 
a ſudden and tumulvous 1caſoning, vvhere the 
readieſt yvir, the beſt memorye,, the moſte filed 
fpeech,thall catty ayvyayc the truth,at leaſt mare 
vailouſly moue the yn grounded harers, V Ve te» 
quire that where both ſ1des may vpen mature & 
ſuffici:nt deliberation be heard vvithout any cf 
thelc ſhewes,and the maiter deliuered vnto her 
maieſtie, their Hh: and vvhomſocuer they ſhall 
chuſc,to recctue and examine the allegations cf 
both (ides: So that it neede not be conmmT;unica- 
eed vnto the people, vnnll the manifeit light of 
truth 2ppeare firſt ynto thaum. Andaſihus io (ole 
and reaſonab'e an offer, cannot be hiked in the 
relpc& of the laſt obuettd coohideration , vve 
thinke it impoſſible,Fur the perſons vvhich de- 
lire a vvay lo ſound, peaccable and durifull,ſhall 
recouer thus fauor that vvith latery oftheir con- 
ſciences,they (hall exerciſe thar nurſery with 
that libertie, vviich 13 meer for thoſe, vvho ſhall 
be tyed in al] thinges to haue eſpecial regard to 
the peace of the © hurch :nd publique orders. 
VVherctoremoſt chriſtian Re 2der, vvhen cho 
ſhalt by theſe fevve,, take knovvledge of theſe 
things,pray vnto God for vs and as thy place is, 


lolicite and further ſ@juta cauſe, to this ende | 


onely,that Chriſles ki.-gdome may be periedily 
eſtabliſhed, the conſciences of al the 2vc!y qui» 
ered, andthe happy regiment of her maicſhe 
honorcd, vyuth much peace ioye andquierneſle 


at home, 
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EC OVRSE,OF ECCLESIASTI. 
'* call Gatardemens, proened by the 


ledge the ſcripture of God, to bee a 
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worde of God. 


Saf HE Churche Tim.z.rs. 


of God is the 


4 


ought to bee 
”7& directed in all 
d } thinges,accor- 


ST \ e ding to the or- 
der vreſeribed by the Houfholder 
himſllfe: Which order is not to bee. 
learned elſc-where , but in his Holy 
worde. The firſt of thele principles 
dr propoſirions, 1s the very worde of 
the holy Ghoſt vttered by Pas/: The 
ſeconde followeth neceſſarily of the 

rit. The thirde1s a manifeſt trueth 
lecued of all them , that acknow- 


per- 


houſe of God, The defini» 
and chenlone tion of the 
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| perſe& rule of all our life, and able 
| |2.Tin.3.27- ry make rhe man of God perfe&, 
bi repared to all good workes, 
| |yvbarmi- This foundation being ſurely layde, 
|| | niſtersws againſt which the gates of hell can- 
| appointed _ not preuayle: wee ought diligently 
| in the and reverently to ſcarche the hohic 
church. ſcriptures,thatwee may finde what 
order our ſautour Chriſte our onely 
houſholder hath ſet toorth in them, 
by which he woulde haue his houlc 
or church to be direced in al things, 
appertaining to the eternall ſaluati- 
on of ys men, his vnprohtable ſer- 
uants, Nowe we fhnde in the ſcrip- 
tures, that our ſaujour Chriſte aſcen- 
ding into Heauen, was not ynmind- 
Epheſ.4. 1. full of kis Church on earth, but or- 
2.Cor.1242%. Jayned an holy miniſterye of men,to 
' | the building vp of the body of Chrilt 
7 in vnity of taith and knowledge. We 
finde alſo, that as the offices are 
diucrſe of this miniſtery: ſothey arc 
nor generall vnto all the Church, but 
as order and necesfirye require, for 
executing of their office, diſtributed 
on | and limitted ynto certaine places or 


a parts 
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-particuler Churches, according to 


the diuiſion of Regions, Cities and 
Townes. For we reade that Pre and 


Barnabas ordeyned at Derbe, Lyitra, 
"Teoninm, eAntiochia,c+c: Elders by ecle- 
ion in euery Churche, with Prayer AQ. 2z, 


and faſting,and ſo commended them 
to the Lorde, in whome they belec- 
ued. Alſo Paxlc left Tits in the Ile of Titus: 5; 
Cyeta,that he ſhoulde ordaine Elders 
in cuery City, as hee had appointed. 
Concerning the diuers offices of the 


-Miniſtery , wee are taught by Saynte 


Pale. Rom. 12. 6. Alſo 1. Cor, Rom.12.6, 
12. 28, and Epheſ;, 4. 11. Where yo 
we reade,that God hath ordained in *P*4-*%: 
the miniſtery of his Church, theſe ſe- 
uerall ofhces: Namely, Apoitles, Eman- 
geliites,Prophetes, Paitors, Dottours,Go= 
wernoxres and Deacons : Alſo men 1n- 
dewed with the giftes of healing, of 
powers or myracles, and of diueric 


tongues, 


; Of theſe offices,ſome were tem- 
porall, ſeruing onelye for the firſte 
planting & foundation of the church 


zmonge the Heathen : ſome are 


2 PeTPC- 


Math.:9.1g. 
Mark.16. 25. 


AQains. 


An... 
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perpetuall, pertaining to the nouri- 
thing and building vp the Church for 
euer. Of the former ſort were Apo- 
{tles, Prophets, Euangeliſts, men en- 
duced with the graces of powers, of 
healings,and of diuerſe tongues. Of 
the latter kinde are doors, Paſtors, 
Gouernours and Deacons. The Apo- 


ſtles were ordained by God,and lent | 


toorth immediatly by Chriſt, hauing 
a generall Commisſion to ſpread the 
Goſpell ouer all the worlde : Which 
worke when they had accompliſhed, 
that office ceaſed. Such were the 12. 

Apoſtles, Paxle and Barnabas, &c. 
And for this cauſe the Apoſtles ap- 
pointed Iſ:rhias in the place of /u- 
dx;,according to the Scriptures, per- 
mitting neuertheleſſe , the ele&ion 
ynto God, by caſting of Lots,that the 
number might bee full, for the firſt 
planting of the Churche. But when 
Herod had ſlaine James the brother of 
lohn with the ſworde, they choſe no 
manto ſucceedein his place, becauſe 
they had no warrant of Gods worde, 
but the holy ghoſt, as he ſawe it was 
expedi- 


Ly 


Pp 


+ TheProphets were ſuche as were 
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expedicnt for the Church, afterward | 
ſeparated Paxrland Barnabas which li- Aft13:3, 
ned at enticche , as Prophetes and 
Teachers , to the worke whereto hee 

had called them. 


indued with a ſingular gifte of Re- 
gelation in the interpretation of the 
| W9pn applying them to the ,, Cor.1z, 
4 ent vic of the Church: of whome Epheſ,4.u. 
me alſo did toreſhewe of thinges to 
come, as eAgab:. Alſo there were Ads.n.z 
in cuery City that Prophecied to $, #3149. 
Paxl.as he paſſed by them, that bonds 
and afflictions were prepared for him AQs.20. 33, 
at Hierwſalem.This office being in the 
number cf them that were % nate 
for beautifying the Goſpell, inthe 
firſt publiſhing therof, ir ceaſſed with 
that {ingulerand extraordinary gift, 
to bee an ordinarye fun&ion of the 
Church. 
+ The Euangeliſts were ſuch as were 
ſtirred vp of God, to asſiſt the Apo- 
ſtles in their miniſterye of generall 
charge : in planting the Goſpell, and 
conhrming the ſame by their prea- 
3 ching, 
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| ching, but inferiour in dignity to the 
Ats.8.5. Apoltles. Such was Php that firlte 

| preached the goſpel in Samaria: Whi- 
| A814. ther Peter and lobn were ſent by the 
c Apoſtles, to conferre vnto them by 
prayer and impoſition of hands, the 
vitble Graces of the holye Ghoſte, 
which Phi/ip did not. The ſame Phi 
lip in AG. 21, verſe 8. 1s called an 
Euangelilt. So is Timothy, 2.Timoth, 
x.s (4,5, Such was Tiw,Silizs, and many 
other, This oftice alſo with the order 
of the Apoſtles is expired, and hath 
no place. Likewiſe,as wee doe plain- 
ly fee, that the gifts of healing, of po- 
vvers or myracles , and of diauerſe 
tonges,haue long ſince cezfſed to be 
1n the Charch:S0 the offices of them 
which vere groiided vpon theſe gifts, 
muſt alſo ceaſe and bee determined. 


Therfore the Papiits do vainly retain 
| the name & office of Exorciſts, when 
| they canot caſt put dinels: & extream 
ynetion, when they cannot cure diſ- 
ſeales: and to ſpeake with ſtraunge 
tonges, which they haue not by inſpi- 
| ration, & that without any interpre- 
| | tation 
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tation,which Saint Pawle expreſly for- 1.Corin.14, 
biddeth. There remayneth therefore 
of theſe before rehearſed, onely in the 
Church , theſe Eccleſiaſticall offices 
inſtituted of God : namely, Pa#ors, yy. om. 
Dottors,Gonernonrs, and Deacons: By ces remaine 
which the church of God may,accor- in the 
ding to his worde, be dire&cd in all Church. 
matters,which are commonly called 
Eccleſiaſticall. And therefore as it is 
yvalawtful, ſoit is vancedetul for men, 
following the deuiſes of rhcir owne 
\brayne, without the warrantof Gods 
worde,to inſtitute and ordayne anye 
other offices or kindes of minilterye 
beſide theſe, appointed & approued 
by God himſfelt, exerciſed in che Pri- 
mitiuc & pure church, yatil the miſte- 
ry of iniquity working a way for An- 
tichriſtes pride & preſumption,chan- 

ed Gods ordinance,and brought in 

al kind of falſe doArine & confuſion: 
"andnow againe,reſtored in al rightly 
reformed Churches, with ſuch daylie 
creaſe, and glory of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, and ſuppreſsion of the tyran- 
nie of Sathan, that the onclye expe- 
| 4 ricnce 


rience hereof, mighr bee a ſufficient 

r{waſion to vs to leaue this diſor. 
dercd itate of ours, wherein wc haue 
ſo long laboured with fo little profit: 
and to imbrace that molt beautitull 
order of Eccleſiatlical regimeEt,which 
God ſo maniteſtlye dotn blefle and 
proſper in our neighboures handes. 
But while we ſpeake of Eccletialticall 
goucrnment, ic maye bee thought of 
{ome, that we ſhoulde intrear hit of 
the ſupreame authority of Chriſyan 
Princes: Whereuppon it ſeemeth that 
al the regiment of the church depcn- 


eyes of 1ignoraunt perlons , that they 
thinkeall thinges in the Eccleſiaiti- 
cal ſtate, ought to be diſpoſcd by that 
onelye high authoritye and abſolute 
power of the Ciuil magiſtrate. Others 
there be,with more colour of reaſon, 
that referre one!y indifferent matters 
to the diſpoſition of Princes : but in 
determining ind:fferct matters, they 
ſhewe themſelues not to bee indiffe- 
reatIndges. For, whatſoener it ſhall 
pleaſe the Ciuill Magiſtrate, or them 
ſclues, 


deth,which isſuch a myſt to dazle the 
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ſelues, to call or count indifferent, it 
- © mbiſt be ſo holden of all men,without 
c anye further enquiry . Bur of the ſu- 


me autnority of chriſtian princes 
l Eccleſiaſtical cauſcs, howe farre it 
h _ extedeth by the word of God: we ſhal 
d * haue better occaſio to intreat hereaf- 
. ter, when we haue deſcribed the Eq 
| dclefiaſtical (tate. And thar it is neither 
f needctull nor agreeable to good or- 
f deroftcaching, to begin firit there- - 
1 with, it may be plaine to cuerye man 
t bythis reaſon. The Church of God 
- | was perfein all her regiment, be- 
: * fore there was any Chriſtian Prince: 
/ yeathe Churche of God may itande, 


. anddoth ſtandeatrhis day in moſte 
: bleſſcdeſtate, where the Ciuiil Magi- 
> Rtrates,are not the greateſt fauorers. 
;  Bywhich, itis manifeſt,that the regi- 
' ment and gouernement thereof, de- 
;  pendeth not vyppon the authority of 
Princes, but vpon the ordinaunce of 
God, who hath moſt mercifully and 
wiſcly ſo eſtabliſhed the ſame, that as 
with the comfortable ayde of Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates, it may ſingulerlic 
2 flou- 


Deaors, 
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flouriſh &proſper,ſo withour it,it may 
continue, and again{t the aduerſaries 
therot preuail.For the church craueth 
help & defence of chriſtian Princes, to 
continue & go forward more peacea- 
bly & profitably, to the ſetting vp of 
the kingdo of Chriſt-bur al hir autho. 
rity ſhe receiueth immediatly of God. 
Let vs thertore return to thoſe offices 
of Eccleſiaſtica!l regiment, which now 
remain to be exerciſed in the Church 
of God, being inſtituted & ordained 
by Chriſte himſelte, which before we 
tance proued out of the ſcriptures to 
be only theſe, Dottors, Paſtors, Gonernor: 
& Deacons, wherot ſome appertain to 
doErin,ſume to gouernment and di({+ 
cipline.The duty of doors & Paſtors, 


/ 15 chiefly to teach and inſtru&the peo 


ple of god,in al things that God hath 
appointed the to learne. The office of 
Elders & Deacons, 1s to prouide that 
good orderand diſcipline bee obſer- 
ued 1n thechurch. Theſe offices being 


rightly c{tabliſhed & exerciſed in the 


Church, are able ro make vs meet to- 


| gether in the yuity of faith, and know 


ledge 


= of Eccleſiaſtical Gonerument, 
edge of the ſonne of God, vnto a per 


bath for do&rine and order of go- 
nernement, to make vs one body of 


Chriſte , and members onei of ano- x.Coras,ay, 


ther. Nowe what ({houlde be deſired 
more then this in the church of God? 
or what wiſdom of man can efſpy bet- 
terthen theſpirite of God , by what 
means<his (hold be brought ro efte& 
which we do defire?what mans witci 
deuiſc better,then the wiſdom of god 
hath expreſſed? Or whe God hath e- 
ſtabliſhed an order, for the adminiltra 
tioof his own houſe: what preſuptis 
of'man dare change it?But what dare 
not duſt 8& aſhes preſne todo againſt 
his'maker, & that wich greateſt inco- 
uenicnce,when with beſtpretences of 
correcting and reforming that,which 
they do thinke to be vnperte& in his 
doings? Exaple thereof we haue moſt 
eaident. That which is alleaged as the 
chief defence of this diſordered ſtate, 
which now remaineth in our church: 
namely, that our fathers of old time 
were not content with the ſimple a 
0 cr 


man acording to doctrine, And Ephef.4.rz, 
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der inſtituted by Chriſte, and eſtabli g 


ſhed by his Apoſtles : but for bettz mi 


gouerning of the Church, though 


good ſome ot ices to ad therto, ſony | 
' totake away: ſome toalter & change: 


and in cffc& to peruerte and ouer- 
throw all Chriſtian and Eccleſiaſtici 
pollicic,which was builded vpon the 
foundation of the Propheres and A. 


20. poltles, Icſus Chriſt being the cheek 


corner {tone.But how vnhappy a ſuc 
ceſle this good intent, (as they cal 
it)of thcirs deſerued to haue of God 
who alwayes abhorreth all good in- 


tentes oft men, that are contrarye to , 


the good pleaſure of his will, exprel 
ſed in his holy worde, the age betore 
vs(alaſle) hath felt, the preſent time 


doth plainly ſee, and wee praye God { 


the poſterity, warned by examples o! 
their aunceſters, maye rake heede ot 
it, For where there ar ſpecially two 
thinges propounded in the Churche 


ot God: DoErine and Diſcipline , a | 


if a man woulde ſay, knowledge and 
practiſe, by which the glory of God 
15 ſought and ſhineth therin: In ſteed 
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bl of true DoEtrine , followed all man- 
tu nerot corruptions of the ſame, both 
8 inthe whole and in cuery part there- 
dfjas ignorance, hereſies,idolatry,ſu- 
$: perſtirion,&c. The Diſcipline dege- 
ct- nerated vnto intollerable tyrannye 
Ia andexternal domination, clean con- 
th: trarye to the commaundemente of 
A Chriſt, whereof inſued all vnbrideled 
e& Jicenſc of vngodly liuing.To be ſhort, 
uc theexchaunge of the ordinaunce of z.Theſ.2.13 
al God and Chriſt, brought in nothing 
elſe; but the Diuell and Antichriſte. 
n- Whercfore if we minde ſuch'a refor- 
t0 . mation , as ſhall bee acceptable to 
ef God, & profitable vnto his church: 
re Wemuſt thoroughly bee reſolued to 
ne ſet vp no new kinde of miniſterye, of 
od our owne inuention,neyther for tea- 
ot! ching,nor for diſcipline inthe Eccle- 
flaſtical ſtate, bur bring all thinges to 
90 that moſt perfe& and abſolute order, 
he which God himſelfe hath eſtabliſhed 
as byhisworde. And becauſe all offices 
id ofthe Churche are ſo lincked togea- 
xd ther, as the members of one bodye, 


d whereof Chriſte is the heade: we will 
of *% ſo 


eA learned Diſcourſe 


ſo deſcribe'one part, as the deſcriptis ! 
of the al may be ſuthciently coprehen | 
ded therin.As if a man wold ſer forth 

the manitold office & vſes of the had, 

he ſhold declare what it doth alone,& | 
what it doth with the helpe of rhe 0- | 
ther hand, or with the arme,with the | 
breſt;,with the l:nee, or with the foot, 

&c:what it ca do with diuers kinds of 
rooles,& what without al maner of in 


; 4s 


= —_— 


of the Church, as by which, both the } 


& ſ{eruices in the Church, m__ moſt * 


; ny am hernty we force not | 


y what method,ſo the ſame truth be | 


plainly ſet torth by any ma.And as we |! 


Cn 


controle not other mens methods by | 
ours, ſo we wold not,thart other mens * 


| maner of teaching \ſhold be preindici- | 


XX % 


al toours, This we ſay becauſe of the, 
which either tor lack ofwit,or thorow ! 
too much willulnes jt they ſee any dit 
ference 1n the form & order of teach- 
ing of divers men,though in matrer & 
ſubſtaunce they all agrce,they exclaim 

there | 


_— > — _—c wa 


ſtrumers.This order we thought good ? 
to olſcrue,in deſcribing the miniſtery 2 


diſtin&ion & comunicatio of al offices | 


= as © © @a=w.- =. & 
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there 15 no vnitie, & therfore no truth 
among the.Ler vs then proceed in our 
purpoſe. The oftice of teaching is the 
chicte &.principall office that is in the 
chutch.By that we be taught ro know 
God, & how to ſerue him,& what be- 
nefts to look for at his hand, withour 
which knowlege,ther ci be no felicity 
'F bur only deſtru&ion loked for,accor- 
IF ding to the ſaying of the wiſe man : 
S her popoecmy faylerh,ther the people pe Drou.zg.18, 
IF 6. The miniſtery is diutded into two 
'Y func&ios:they that exerciſe the firſt are 
'J called Pafors: the other are called Do- The office 
A {oor Teachers, The office of a Dottor of a Dodter. 
IJ 15to reach, as the very name doth de- 
A clare,but yet euery teacher 15 not met 
thereby,tor it appertaineth to Paſtors 
alſo to teach:yet this latter is diſtin& 
fro the former. Almighty God, being 
carefu]l that rrue deArin ſhould con- 
tinue in his church, from time to time 
moſt wiſely pronided, that certain me 
ſhold be appointed in euery cogrega- 
tion,(wh9 he hath endued with gifts 
meete for the ſame purpoſe ) which 
ſhoulde employe then ſclues , either 
wholly or principally to the ſtudie of 
holy 


5 


SY ww _ co- ay wY- 


holy ſcriptures,therebye to learne to 
auouche the principles of true religi- 
on,and to repreſle and beate downe 
al falſe and {trange opinions,ot which 
ſathan neuer ceaſeth to ſow the ſceds, 
but cheefly where this office is nor ſet 
vp & mayntained according to Gods 
ordihance. Theſe men mulit notcon- 
tent themſclues with contemplatiue 
knowledge : but, as by the grace of 
God they cxcell other men in vnder- 
ſtanding: ſo they mult diligentlye in- 
ſtru& other me1nthe ſame learning, 
and openly contute al falſe Do&rine 
and herifie:and eſpecially they ought 
to take payne in the inſtruction of | 
ſuch. men,as maye bee made meete | 
| to ſerue in the Churche:as Paſtoures, 
$ and to {ucceede in their place as Do- 
Eours, Their inſtitution 15 ſet foorth, ' 


1.Corin. 12.28. Alſo Epheſ. 4. 11. | 

\- Inthe former place the Apoſtle tea- * 
cheth, that they are the ordinaunce | 

of God:Sayth he, God hath ordayned in © 

the Church:Firſt Apoſtles,Secondly. Pre- 

. . phers, Thirdly Doftors, or Teachers.In Yi 
 Ephc[-4re the latter place hee teſtifieth, that ow | 
Saxiow' | 
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axior Chriſt aſcended on high Jedde cap- 

tie captine and hath giuen giftes unto 
en,among(t which gites, he accoun- 

th the funRion of Teachers, Who 

oulde then refuſe to 1imbrace the 
rdinaunce of God? Who fhould de- 
riuve vs of the free gyft of Chriſt? 
he office of DoRours, is briefly ex- 
reſled in Rom. 12.7. Let him that ss ; 
Teacher,attend vppon teaching, where Rom.12.7, 
ſo it is diſtinguiſhed from other of- 

es, and namely trom the office of 

ſtors. For it followeth immediat- 

c, Let himthat exhorteth, (which is a Rom-12.8, 
Frincipall part of a Paſtors othice,not 
Wcceſlarily requyred in a Teacher) Be 
ligent in his exhortation.For t he othce 
f DoRours , 15 onely to teach true 
oGrine,and to confute all hercſtes, | 

d falſe opinions by the: worde of | 
od,concerning all Articles & orind 

ples of Chriſtian religion,without | 
2F©>1lying their teaching ro anye par-! 

Wcular ſtate of time, of perſons or 

Waces. Theexample or practize o 
"Wis office,is ſet foorth Acs.13.1. 


y here it is recorded by S.Luke, that 
F C Paule 


| 
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Taxle and Barnabas, (before the hol) 
Ghoſt commanded them to be ſepa. 
rated for the worke wherevnto he 
called them) were in the number « 
prophetes and DoGtors, with Syme: 
Niger,Lucins ot Syrene, and AManahen 

in the Church of eArtiochia, whe 

they continued in that office a who! 

yeare, in which Citie the Diſciples 

Ads.11.26, were firſt called by the name of chri 
ſtians.A&t.11,26, Likewiſc,e poll 

which was an cloquent man & migh! 

tic 1n the ſcriptures, firſte at Epheſm' 

but afterward beeing more perfe&y! 

inſtrafed in the waye of God, | 

eAquila and Priſcifain the church of 

| Acinaa, exerciled the office of a Tea 
| c:cr, with great profite of the which? 
| h2d beleened, and to the great cor-! 

| fuſion of the ſtifinecked /ewes, while 
4 Aes.18.2s, Þccproucd plainly by the ſcriptures} 

| —- thatleſuswas the Chriſt. AR. 18.28, 

. Therefore if we purpoſe to haue the 

/\ church to flouriſh in true knowlege, 
we mult prouide that this office be 

| reſ:ored,both in the vniuerſities,and® 
1 nas manic other places as maye be,) 
| ak 


= 


._ 
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$ well for the better inſtrugion of 
| men,which are deſirous to learne, 
5 eſpeciallye for the information of 
hoſe, which ſhoulde occupye the 
oomes of Paſtours , of which ſort 
ere ought to be a great number al- 
'aycs in good towardneſſe to take 
harge of ſo many ſeuerall flockes,as 
uſt of neceſſitie be, in ſogreat a 
hurch as this is. 
Belides DoRors,there muſt be Pa- Putin 
ours ordained in euery congregatt- 4... Tj... 
n, which haue divers appcllations 
1the ſcripture, as Eph.4 . They are 
alled by the name of Paſtours, be- 
uſe they oughtrto feedethe ſeueral 
ocks of Gods ſheepe commitred ro , , 
circharge. As it appeareth AQt.20 \p.-' 
8.1.Peter.5.2., They are called alſo | 
lders,not alwaies in reſpe& of their 
pe, but of their office and grauitie. 
Wor Timothic was but a young man, 
2d yer had the office of an Elder. 
his name was received of an an- 
Went cuſtome of the people of 1(- 
=&cll, who vſcd ſo to call thoſe thar 
Fcre Rulers and Officers amonge 
ow 2 them, 
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them,as it a th by many p 

both of the cldand new Teſtamen 

Num.11.16. ut chiefly in Numb. 11.16. Whe 

| God ordayned ſeuenty ancientes,to 

aſsiſt Moſes in his gouernment, whi 
were alſo endued at the fame tim 

with the ſpirite of prophecic, fron 

which rime it became an ordinari 

office, and name of Gouernours it 

Iſraell . Wherein we haue to note 

gainſt the papiſtes,that the miniſter: 

of the Church, are neuer called in 

the new Teſtament, by the name 

ſacrificing Prieſtes,which were vndet 

the lawe, but often are called Elders: 

| of the ſimilitude of thoſe ancientes/ 

| that gouerned the people of God 
Whereas ,it they had beene appoy 

ted of God to be ſacrificers, the 

militude & name of ſacrificing prie? 

ſtes, would a greatdeale better haut 

agreed vnto them. But,whereas bot 

theſe names were vſuall amongſt ths 

Iewes, lerexws and Preſbyteroi ,the one 

ſtgnifiyng ſacrificers , and the other 

[ Elders:The ſpirit of God doth often” 

| calithe miniſters Elders, buteuer.? 

| mor: 


{ 


- 
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nore preciſelye auoydeth to name 
hem ſacrificers or prieſtes (as we vſc 
he terme): yea,though they ſucceed 
hem in one principal! part of their 
fffice,thatis to ſaye in tcaching,as it 
written. The lippes of the prieſt ſhoulde Mala.z.7. 
reſerne knowledge, and men ſhal ſeeke the 
w at his month, The cauſe whereof is 
uident to bee this , that the ſacrifi- 
ing prieſthoode of Aaron,is wholly 
anſ(lated vnto Chriſtin whom one- 
y it reſteth, and paſſeth from himto 
zone other. Burt by the name of El- 
ders,the Paſtors are called AR.14.23 
Vhere Paule and Barnabas ordained 
lders by eleRion in euerye congre- 
pation. And AR.20.17, Pauleſentfor ,, 
he Elders of Epheſus to Milet.Alſo a. 
e affirmeth thoſe Elders eſpecially, 
hich labour in preaching and doc- 
rine,to be worthy of double hono 
hich place alſo teſatieth of an 0- 
her kind of Elders,of whom we ſhal 
aue occaſion to ſpeake more here- 
after, whoſe office conſiſteth only in 
POouernement, and not in publique : 
caching. Moreouer, he ſheweth _ 
3 c 


Heb.7.12.24 


AQ. 23. 


1.Tim. 5.17. 


it.t.y- 
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he appoynted Tis to ordaine 
dersin euery Citie, and afterwarde' 
deſcriberh what maner of men hee 
woulde haue to bee choſen into the 
office. Alſo Saint [ames1n Cap,5.14, 
willeth that it anye bee ſicke, they 
ſhoulde call for the Elders of the 
Churche, who being indewed with 
the gifte of healinge at that time, 
ſhould pray for the diſeaſed, and an- 
noint hira with oyl,and he ſhould beÞ 
reſtored to his health. Finally, Saints 
Peter,as a fcllowe Elder exlortcthF 
the Elders to employe all their dilt- 
gence to the feeding of the flocke? 
of God, 
An other name tliey hauve in tlic} 
ſcripture, which is Superintendents, 
or Querſcers, becauſe they ought to} 
bc vigilarit and watchfull, to ouerſce| 
the focke,and every member there-| 
of. Which name is neuer vſed in the ® 
ſcripture for {ich Biſhops, as clayme # 
andexcrciſe dominion,and anthori- Þ 
ric oucr whole regions, & all the Pa- q 
ltours of the ſame,but only for thoſe ©? 
that bee Paſtours of cucry (cuerall 8 
CON» ©. 


=> 
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FFonerecgation,hauing no ſuperiori 
ce __ tellow Paſtors,bu? be al or 
quall dignity and authoritie. So are 
he ey named AR, 20,where S. Luke in AAzo.y7. 
+hc 17.vyerſ.calleth them Elders of the 
EE brch of Epheſau.S. Paule in the 28, 
ic Ferſe, calleth the ſame ouerſecrs:ſay- 
th g, Take heede to your ſclues and ro the 
© BF bole flocke, oner which the holy Gho#te 
-41- made you onverſeers , to feede or go- 
X err the { bhrrch of Ged , which he hath 
Ur chaſed with bis owne bloud , In this 
hace all the three appellations con- 
-FFvrre : namely , of ouerleers plaine- 
<2, and Paſtoures incluftnely inthe 

FF orde flocke, and in the worde Por- 
Bear , which ſigniheth to feede or 
; Rouerry,as a Paſtor doeth his ſheepe. 
) FVhere is to bee noted, that By- 
e DHopppes or ouerſcers of one Citye 

ere manye, which plainelye argu- 

Fri) that they were none ſuch as now 
8 days are commonty called bithops, * 

hich can be but one in one whole 

7 q dioceſſe, much leſle many in one ci- 

Be. The ſame thing is to be obſer. 

cd, in the name of Biſhoppes, vſed 


| 4 by 


Phillip.1.t. 


1 Tim. z.2.8, 
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by S. Paule. Phillip. 1.1, where he & 

Timothie ſende ſalutations vnto the! 

Bilhops and Deacons of the church, | 
which was inthe Civic of Philippi: 
which biſhops,werethe Elders or pa. 
ſtors, elſe would he not haue {aluted 
in ſpecial words, the Deacons which 
were in inferiour oftice,and omitted 
the Elders , which were of more ex- 
cellent calling.In the ſame maner « 
ſpeaking, he deſcribeth the qualities 
of thoſe,which were ro be choſen in-7 
to the office of the biſhops and DeaF 
cons. Likewiſe vnto Titus, 1. 5. He! 
calleth them Elders,and immediatly: 
after,diſcribing the qualities of ſuch," 
as were meet to be ordained Elders, 
he calleth them biſhops : ſaying, For 
this canſe did | leaze thee in Creia that 
thou ſrouldeſt continge , to redreſſe the! 
thinges that remaine:and that thou ſhoul-? 
aeſt rrdayne Flaers i: exery Citie, if ant} 
be unreprotieable: the hr ſband »f o:e wiſe? 
hanirs faithfull Children which are nit} 
accuſed of riot nor are diſabed:ent , Foral p 
Biſhrp or oner ſcer mxſt be unreprooneable, | 7 
as the Steward of God yrot fronard,cs c.F1-\ 
| nally,” ” 


nally,S. Peter, chapter. 5,1 .the place 

before alleadged, comprehcndeth al 

the three names of Elders, Paſtours, 

& Biſhops. The Elders(ſaith he) which 1.Per.g.r. 
are among you, | beſeech, The name of 
Paſtor,is vnderſtanded by relation of 

the names of feeding, and the flocke 

which he vſeth, alſo by the name of 
Archipoyme, which ſignifieth the chief 

of Paltours, which is our Sauiour 

Chriſt. The name of biſhops or ouer- 

ſeers is included in the worde Epiſco- 

punter, Which ſignifieth them which 

do carefullyexerciſe the office of bi- 

ſhops or ouerſcers. His exhortati- 

on 15 this.T he Elders which are amor: | 
you I beſeech, which am alſoa fellow Elder "0055334 | 
and a witneſſe of the ſofferinges of Chriſt, - 

and alſo a partaker of the glory that ſhalbe 

reuealed : Feede the flocke of God which 

te committed vnto you , ſo much as in you 

heth carefully owerſeeing not by conſtraint 

but willmgly , not for filthy lucre,but of a 

readre mmde, not as exerciſing Lordſhippe 

oner the heritage, but that you may be ex- 


amples to the flocks, and when the chiefe 
Paſtor ſhall appeare,you ſpal receiue an in- 
corrp- 


26- 
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corruptible Crone of glory. S. Peter in | 
this place reprooueth three notable 
vices,which\doe great hurt among Þ 
the miniſters of the Church, it they 

bee not taken heede of:\louthfulnes 
in teaching: couetoulſnes of lucre, & 
2mbitious deſire of exerciſing Lord- 
ſhip:exhorting them to paintull dilt- 
gence, becauſe they were Bylhops or 
Querſeers: to a ready care, becauſe 
they were Paſtoures ,. and therefore 
ſhould labour for loue of the flock, 
and not for lucre like hirelinges : to 
modeſt humility, becauſe their cheef 
dignity in that they were Elders,was * 
to excell in Godlineſle , that they | 
miglit be an enſampleto the flock, 
which cannot bee, except they ſub- | 
mit themſclues and their liucs,to the | 
common rule of other men : which 
moſt excellente vertues if they im- | 
brace, they thoulde bee ſure to bee 
plentifullye rewarded by him, who 
onelye deſeructh to bee called the 
cheete of all Elders, Paſtors, and By- 

ſhops: to whome onely theſe hono- * 
rable names of eArchipreſbyter, eAr- 


chies« 
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chiepiſcopus, eArchiepoimen, and ſuche 
like,do properly agree, For as the A- 
poltle calleth our Sauiour Chriſte in 
this place,the chiete Paltor:So in the 
ſecond Chapiter the 25, verſ. he cal- 
leth him both the Paſtor and Bythop 
of our ſoules, Wherefore as he one» 
lye is oure chiete Paſtour or «r- Peta.zg, —4 
chiepoimer, ſo is hec alſo our onelye [a 
Archbyſhappe:And that the name 
of eArchipreſby ter or chiefe of EL- 
ders, pertayneth to no mortall man, 
may bee ſcene by this place, where 
Saint Peter that exceilent and high 
Apoſtle, who it anye man coulde, 
might as well as anye , haue chal- 
lenged that name, durſte not call 
him ſelfe other then Swrpreſtyteros, 
2 fellowe Elder, no not when hee 
ſought authoricis to him ſelte, by 
that name to be bold, to exhort the 
Elders of the Church. Bur leaſt any 
man ſhonlde thinke wee ſtaye onely 
in yvames and tcarmes, which are 
not ſo greatlye materiall : ler him 
conſider, that Sainte Peter expreſly 
forbiddeth the Elders , to exercie 
Jes! | Lord- 


" Luk. 1225. 


— 


Mat.2z.8, 


your Miniſter, and he that will be firſt a- 4 | 
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Lordſhip ouer their ſeucrall congre- 

ations, how much more ouer their ' 
tellowe Elders. Which thing al- 7 
ſo our Sauiour Chriſt preciſely for- } 
biddeth , when there was a conten- | 
tion among his Apoſtles, about the } 
prymacie.The kings of the nations hane 
dominion ouer them , and they that beare | 
rule ower them are called grations Lorde: 
or beneficiall,but you ſpall not be ſo, Allo |} 
Math. 20.25. and Mark.10.41.vpon Þ 
the ambitious requeſt of the ſonnes |? 
of Zebedy,and the diſdaine of the o- 
ther againſt them, The Princes of the 
Gentiles,exerciſe Lordſhip ower them,and 
they that be great,exerciſe authoritie oner | 
them,but it ſhall not be ſo amorgſt you,but || 
who ſo will be great amongſt you, let him be 


Fl 


mong youdet him be your ſernaunt, The 
ſame thing he taught by his exam- 
ple, when hee waſhed his Apoſtles 
feet, and commanded them to ſhew > 
the tike humilitie one towarde an o- © 
ther, which were all brethren,which 
he their Lord and maiſterſhewed to- ** 
wards them. Alſo Math. 23.8.&c. he 

forbid. 
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forbiddeth all ambitious Titles of 
Rabbi, Maiſter, Father,&c. the rea- 
ſon hee addeth , for you are all Bre- 
thren , For theſe names agree pro- 
perly to God & Chriſt. For the grea- 
reſt dignitie of an Eccleſiaſticall per- 
ſon is a miniſtery,and not a lordſhip. * 
S. Ioh. alſo in histhird epiltle ſharply 3-lohn.g. 
reprooueth Diotrephes, becauſe he 
was Philoprotexon , one thatdeſired 
the primacie inthe Church. How- 
beit inthis caſe we muſt take heede, 
that we ſpoyle not the miniſters of 
the church, of al their lawfull autho- 
ritie. For,although theſe teſtimonies 
of ſcripture, direaly condemne the 
authoritie of one Paſtour aboue an 
other : yet neither do they ſet every 
paſtour at libertie by him ſelfe,to do 
what they liſt without controlment: 
nor yet doe take away the lawful au- 
thoritic he hath ouer his flocke: but 
that imperious and pompeous do- \ 
minion, which is meet for ciuill ma- 
gi{trates,and great Potentates to Cx- 
erciſe in worldly affayres : otherwiſe 
in reſpe& of their lawfull authorine, 


they 
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they are called by the Apoſtle in his | 
Epiſtle to the Hebrewes , Guides, | 
ſuch as are appoynted to onerſce |} 
the flocke with authority, and vnto 
them ſubmisfion and obedience 1s 
commaunded in the ſame Chapi- 
ter, verſe 17. Other names arg 
applied to them in the Scripture, 
but they bee tor the moſie parte | 
more generall , pertaining to all | 
kinde of Teachers in the Church of * 
G OD,both in the time of the Lawe | 
and of rhe Goſyell , as Seers ; Pro- © 
phets, VUarchmen, Angelles, Labourers, | 
Builders, Stewaraes, and ſuch like ; all 
which wich many other, ſerue to ex- 
preiJe ſome parte of their othce, as 
their knowlege,their diligence, their 7 
| authority, their taithfullneſſe, their 
| diſcretion:alſo the neceſſity of them, 7? 
| the commoditie that commeth by 
them &c, But concerning the names Y 

b 

'' 

/' 


of Paſtours , as they are a ſpeciall of- 
hcein the Church, this maye ſuffiſe. 
But tor as muche as we haue vnder- 
taken, fo to deſcribe a Paſtour and 
and his office, as all other offices of 
the 
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the Church, may be deſcribed there- 
with: wee muſt nor ſtaye onelye in 
the name, butſctifoorth alſo the 
whole ſubſtaunce of the perſon. For 
which inten, it ſhall bee neceſſarye 
for vs to conſider a Paſtour or Bi- 
ſhop,theſe two wayes : in the proper 
funRion of his Miniſterye, and in 
gouernement with his Elders : By 
which we ſhall vnderſtande how this 
Miniſterye ought to bee refourmed 
and reſtored amongeſt vs. As tou- 
ching his office, ſomething hath 
beene ſayde before generallye, vn- 
der the deſcription of his ſcuerall 
© names. But now more particular- 
IX lyc, wee muſt examine, what belon- 
eth to his charge . The Paſtor muſt *;, 
e limirted to one onelye cqngrega- 
tion of ſuch competent ruber as 
he,(if hee be bur one, ) or if they be 
two,m2y be ſufficient, to the in{truc- 
tion of all and cucrye member of the 
=X ſame Church, And firftt,he may no 
'Z more lawfully haue charge of two or 
"three churches,then he can be posſt- 
BR bly in diuerſe places.No more then a 
5 ſheap- 
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ſheephearde of whome he taketh his 
name, may kaue the leading of {un- 
; dric flockes in diners places: neither 
| maye he be abſent trom his charge, 
with better reaſon,then a ſhepheard 
from his flocke. As for ſubſtitures or' 
hyrelinges , will not bee allowed in 
this cale : for Paſtors are ſubſtitutes 
of God,and hauc an othce of credite 
committed vnto them, therefore by 
no good reaſon may they make any 
ſubltituresintheir place, or commit 
_ charge vnto an other, The law | 
ot a man grounded vppon rea- 
ſon, Mloverk not (| 7 renaget 
ſtirutes : nor committing ouer of an | 
office of credite in temporall mat- 
ters. How ſhall God almighty then 
take it in good part, when the flocke 
of Chriſte, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own bloud, (hal be ſo great- | 
ly neglected, to the endaungering 
of their euerlaſting ſaluation ? Ther- | 
fore the ordinaunce of God is, that 
«.Pet.ſ- 4. the Paſtor ſhould attend vnto his pe- 
D culiarflocke. That Elders ſhould be | 
«.#- ordayned in euery Citic, Towne and Þ 
other 


—— 
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er places. Tit.1.5. and AQ: 14. Tit.r.y. 
3.The Apoſtles ordeined Elders in Attcs.14.23 
cry Church of Derbe, Lyſtra, I coni- 
rand Tichia,and all the Congrega- 
Ons about, ; 
econdly, the office of Paſtors is, 
ot onely to teach the ſame truth in 
cir ſcucrall lockes, bur alſoto ap- 
yeitto the time and perſons, of 
home they haue charge, with ex- 
dretation and reprehenſion : with 
dnſolation of the affli&ed,8& threat 
ng of the obſtinate &c. This in 
ve wordes is ſet foorth by S. Paule 
aking of -_ _ Gitts ” God 
his Church,hee ſaith: whether it 
e hee that teacheth , in his Dottrine, Somengel, 
hee that exherteth, in hit exhortati- 
. The DoRour therefore teacheth 
thonr exhortation. The Paſtor tea- 
eth and exchorteth withall. More 
larg he ſetteth forth the ſame offi- 
in his exhortation vnto the Paſt. 
$ of Epheſiz,willing them to folow 
example, whoe ſupplied that of. A%%a. 
e, vntill they were able to ſucceed 
his Place. a breifly and yet 
hv 
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[| fally, hee deſcribeth the ſame ynt! 
 2.Tim316. 7;mothy,ſhewing firſt thar al his four 
is 7. dation mult be our of the ſcripture] 
which were ſufficient for all parts 
his charg2:,and then moſte earneſt) 
commaundeth him to praQuie the 
ſame with all diligence : his word 
are theſe, » All Srripture 1s infireds 
GOD, and profitable for DoStrine,] 
exhortation, for reformution and for i 
ſtruflion hich ts in righteouſneſſe, the 
the man of God maye be prepared to 
good werkes: Therefore [ charge thee bs 
fore God, o+ before the Lord Teſua Chrii 
which ſuall ixoge the quicke and t 
deade at his appearing , and in bu ko 
come, preache the worde, bee inſtva 
im ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon : 101prooge, 
buke,exhort with all lng ſuffermg ard & 
crine. 
The firſte part therefore,and tht 
chcetelt of a Paſtours office or duet) 
15,to feede with wholſome doEtrine) 
the flocke that is committed to hi 
charge, and therefore Sainte Pauk# 
deſcribing what manner of men att 
meecc for that charge ynto Timer 


TIcque 


2. Tim.4.1.2 


mT 
\ 
© | 
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equireth that a Byſhop or Paſtour 
e apt or able to teacie: for ita 
12an hauz neuer {o much knowe- 
edge, and bee not apt or able to 
each, he ought by no meanes to be 
admitced vnto this vocation. And 
Mnto Titre writing Chap. 1. verſe 9. 
e requireth that he be ſuch a one as 
'oldet fit the faythfull worde,accordmg Tar 
0 Dollrine, that he alſo may be able 10 
xhort with wholeſome Dotlrine, and im- 
rooue them that ſay again#t it. Where 
ppan it followeth neceſſarily, that 
yhoſocuecr is himſelfe ignorauntin 
he knowledge of Gods worde,and 
herefore vnable cyther to exhorte 
ich wholſome doctrine, or to con- 
ute them that gainſay it, 1s a!toge- | 
her vameete for the office of a Pa- 
or or biſhop. Wherefore if cucr we 
inde ſuche areformation, as God 
altthereby bce glorifyed, and his 
hurche edifyed, wee mult vtrerlye 
emooue al the ynlcarned paſtors,as 
en by no means co be tollerated to 
aue any charge ouer the lords flok: 


& alſo prouide that herafter none be 
3 recct- 


r.Tim.z.% 


Rom.10.14- 
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receiued into that office, bur ſuch a 
are ſufficient for their knowledge &) 
abilitie,in teaching to take ſo wai 
tic a charge in hand. Whatman 
uing bur one hundreth ſheep, would 
make ſuch a man ſhepheard or ouer- 
ſeer ouer them, as were a naturalll 
diott, or otherwiſe altogeather yn- 
$kilfull or vnable to performe thoſe 
thinges that belong to a ſhepheard? 
If no man haue fo little care of! 
brute bealtes : What brutiſhe negli-? 
gence is it to commit the people of 
God, redeemed with the precious 
bloud of Ieſus Chriſt,to ſuch vnskil- 
full and vnſufficient Paſtours, as net? 
ther them ſelues know the waye 0 
ſaluation, neither are able to lead &- 
ther ynto it, whereof they are igno-! 
raunt them ſclaes ? If rhere bee no? 
waye of ſaluation but by faith, and? 
none can beleeue but ſuch as heare# 
the worde of God preached : 0? 
Lorde how miſerable is the ſtate ot 
many flockes in this lande, who ei-7 
ther ſeldome or neuer heare the}? 
worde of God trucly preached, and!” 
there-"? 
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herefore know not how to belecue 
t they might be ſaued. 
But here it will be aunſwered, that, 
itisa thing greatly to be deſired: 
d it is altogether,vnpoſsible to pro- 
tide the Church of ſo many learned 
Paſtours,as ſhoulde take charge of e- | 
zery ſcueral congregation. But here- 
owereplic, that it is a thing nece(- 
ily required at our hands by God 
mighty,and therefore we muſt ob- 
e& no impoſxibilitic, eſpecially whe 
pur owne negligence , is the cauſc of 
| the difficultie , or if you will ſo 
all it, impoſsibilitic. We confeſſe it 
vill be harde at the firſt, but we muſt 
Joe our endeuour, and commit the 
ucceſſe vato God, and there 1s no 
doubt but in time it willgrow to an 
appy ende . But when we ſhall be 
lrogether careleſſe, as we haue been 
of long time, and that is worſe, nor 
acknowledging anye default in this 
! 2Mbchalfe, (as there be that doe not): 
Hand that 15 moſt of all, mayntaining 
*ZHſuche lers and hinderaunces as bee 


Fcontinuall nurſeries of ignoraunce 
-\ 3 and 
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and ignorant paſtors: We may bee 4. 
ſhamed to ailedge that dithculry,for 
which none are to b2 blamed but we 
our {clues. We may be athamed,noy 
that our church hath had reſt and 
peace,with tree preaching of the goſ 
pel rhis 25,07 26.years,vnder the pro 
tection of our moſt gratious Queen, 
to bee {o ynfurniſhed of learned Pa 
ſtors as we are : whereas ,tf that dili- 
gcnce had bene vicd of all partes, as 
might and ſhoulde haue beene em- 
plotcd of all them, that vnfaignedly 
ſecke the kingdome of God and his 
righteouſneſle, almoſte in halfeth: 
rime,th1s neceſſirie might have bene 
well ſupplied. It we fecke experience, 
what diligent & carefull prouifion 1s | 
able to do withthe bleſling of God: Þ 
looke to our neighbours & brethren | 
in Chriſt,of Fraunce, whoe although Þ 
they neuer enjoyed one day of ſuch ? 
peace,a: we haue don ſo many years: 3 
Yet how plentifullic they arc furniſh. # 
ed withall kinds of Ecclefiaſticall mi- 3 
nifiers, and namely with Godly and 
learncd paſtors,it would reioyce any | 
clri; 
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ariſtian heart to beholde in them, 
dlament to ce the lack in vs. But 
for thoſe that acknowledge no de- 
tin our Church, thorow the great 
ultirude of ignoraunt Paſtors, We 
ad rather at this time praie to God 
d lighten their blindenes, then by 
ny long diſcourſe, to diſcouer their 
palpable darkenes. Would to God 
here were not more dithcultic in re- 
orming them that mainraine {uche 
nconucniences, as except they bec 
ken away,we ſhall neuer be diſbur. 
dened of the cankers of the church, 
hoſe vnlearned miniſters. For while 
(onreſidents and Pluralittes be re- 
cined,we ſhal ncuer want vnlearned 
-urares, that for ſmall ſtipendes will 
upplie the abſence of Pluralities and 
Nonrefidentes ; Which grofle cor- 
ruptions of paſtorall ot'ice, as they 
maye haue ſume honeſt pretence, 
o canns they haue no berrer pre- 
 EFWrence, neyther are they reteyned 
EEwirh a better conſcience, then the 
Prieſtes in our Sauiour Chriſts time, 
ſuffered the exchaungers of mony, 
4 Graſiers, 


Math.21.12. 
Mark.11. 15. 


» 
E | 
- : 
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Graſyers and Pulterers to make 4 
Burſc or ſhambles,and a Pultrie,yea, 
a denne of theeues of the Temple 
God, which was appoynted to bez 
houſe of prayer to all nations. Math, 
21.12.Mark,11.15.lohn. 2.14. But 
eſpecially, while the whole othice of 
a Pa{tour, ſhall be thought ro conſiſt 
in reading onely a preſcript number 
ot Pſalmes and chapters of the ſcrip. 
tures, with other appointed formes 
of prayer : and that he maye bee al. 
lowed as a ſutficient Paſtour which 
doth the thinges,which a Childe of 
ten yeares olde maye doe as well as 
he,ſo long ſhall we neuer lacke vn- 
learned Paltours, ignoraunt and vn- 
godly people ; Symonicall and facri. | 
legious patrones: So long the buil- | 
ding of Gods Church, ſhall goe but 
ſlowly forwarde, beſide other ſuper- 
ſtitious tantaſies, mayntained in the 
peoples heartes,which for ſhortneſle Z 
wee omitre to ſpeake off . What | 
though ſome ſaye formall reading 
might be borne withall tor a time, 
vntull the Church might bee a p 

| ded © 


| of Eccleſiaſtical Gonernment, at 
led of ſufficient Paſtours, which yet 
s nct graunted : hall it therefore 
Ontinue alwayes to the 
decay of knowledge,and hurt of the 
hurch of God ? What greater diſ- 
ouragement 1s there ynto Students 
hen ro ſee the rewardes ot learning, 
deſtowed as commonly vppon the 
gnorant as vpon the learned? What 
ncouragement is it to idleneſle and 
outhfulneſſe, in them that bee al- 
eadye in that vocation, to beholde 
hem that take no paine,to liuein 
vealth and caſe , withour puniſhe- 
ent of their negligence? 
Burt here againe it will be obiec- 
ed, becauſe there are not liuinges a- 
ple ro maintaine all learned Paltors, 
e muſt be inforced to admitte ma- 
nic ignoraunt miniſters, Bur againe 
re aunſwere,it1is our part,not onely 
o prouide learned Paſtours : bur al- 
ſo liuinges ſufficieht ro maintayne 
hem, vppon the neceſsitie of Gods 
dmmaundement. Let hm that is m- 1 6 6 
Ted im the worde((ayth Saint Paul) 1,Cor.g.z. 
"pwiniſter to kim , that doth inſtrult him in 
all 
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all gord thinges, Be not d:ceaned for God 
is not mocked. By which ſaying the A- 

polile confuteth all vaine excuſes, 
which manic are wonte to alleadge, 
why they would contribute nothing 
ro the maintenance of their Paſtors; 
al which he atfirmeth to be vain, be- 
cauſe they haue to do with God,and 
notwith men onely: For here 1s not 
regarded the liuing of =: man, but 
howe much they eſtceme Chriſt and 
the Goſpell of God. Therefore ex- 
cept we will mocke God to his face, * 
Let vs obie& nothing to teſtifie ſuch 
ſhametull ingratirde,that we would 
doubt, how they ſhould be prouided 
| of bodely foode,of whom we receiue } 
| the foode of ourſouls, as though we | 
{#1 coulde not afford them an earthely | 
recompence, of whome wee receiue | 


heauenly berefits. If nothing had | 

| bene before time allotted, rowards | 

the lining of the Paſtors; Yet were 

| vvee bounde in =_— of damnati- Þ 
[i 5a on, to prouide ſufficient for them; 

01 and nowe there is ſomewhat to- 

wardes a liuing where EY | 
an 
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nd in all places ſufficient, if it 
ere well diſpoſed: Why ſhould we 
dbic& neccsfity through lacke of 
iuinges to reteine 1dols in ſteede 
ff true Paſtors? Looke once a- 
aine jato Fraunce (for examples 
noue muche ) and beholde the 


hurches there impoueriſhed , and 
poiled with long warres, perſecuti-" 


dn & ynquietnes. They have neither 
Byſhoppncks, Deaneries, Prebends 
or benefices to beſtow on their 
aſtors, and yet miniſter vnto them 
ll things neceflarie for an honeſt 
ober lite: And ſhall wce that haue 
1! this while lined in peace, and 
proſperitie, vnder a godly and re- 
'29ious Princeſſe, hauing all theſc 
xelpes, thincke it is impoſſible, by 
liſpoſition of godly and wile gouer- 


nors,to appoint a ſufficient portion 


or ſo manie learned Paltors 2s are 


ncceſlarie for our Churches? There 


1s noneexcule therefore to be ad- 
itted , but that wee muſt en- 
denour to the vttermoſc of our pow 
er that cuery ſcucrall congregation, 
Church 
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Church or parriſhe be prouided of 17 
learned Paitour, For vnsKkilful ſheey. 
heardes haue beene to long thru 
vppon vs, to the great diſhonour of 
God and defacing of the Goſpella 
Chriſte, We haue hitherto taken 
nvs without warraunt of God: 
worde, toallow ſuch for Paſtours df 
mens ſoules, whom no carefull oy. 
ner of Cattell, woulde make ouer.! 
ſeer of his ſheepes bodyes . Which 
thing almightye God hath alwayes 
detelted, and fignified his miſlyking® 
by diuers teſtimonies , both of the 3 
o'de and newe Teſtament . There- 
fore he {ayeth by the Prophet Eſaye, 
complayning of the vnlearned Pa! 
tours of Iſraell, which was the one-* 
lye cauſe of their affliftion and mi- * 
eries. Their watchmen are all blinds, 
; % hane r; knowledge,they camnot barke, | 
ey lye and ſleepe and delight in ſleepiny, | 
and theſe he es #5 wk s 
yuough,and theſe ſheepheardes cannot wn- | 
derſtande , for they all looke to their owne 
way, exery one for his aduauntage and fa 
bis owne purpoſe Come 1 will bring wine, © 
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d we wil fill our ſelnes with ſtrong drinks 
and 


nd to morrowe ſhall bee as, this day, 
h more aboundant . If the Prophet 
ad liued 1n theſe our gays, might 
ze not haue ſpoken the ſame more 
ruely of many Shiers in Englande? 
c ſee therefore that blinde watch- 
nen,and ignoraunt dumbe Dogges, 
nd idle greedie Curres and vnlear- 
ed ſheepheardes that ſcrue for no- 
hing , bur to fill their owne purſes, 
dr their paunches, by the teſtmonie 
df God his ſpirite, are denied to be 
cet Paſtours of the people of God. 
The prophet Ezechiell alſo inucigh- 
th at large, againſt the vnfeedin 
pheardes of Iſraell : ſaying(W oe 
e onto the ſheepheardes of 1 ſraell which 
cede them ſelnes : ſhoulde not the ſheepe= 
2eardes feede the flockes ? Tee eate the fat 
nd you cloth you with the wooll : yee kill 
hem that are fedde , but yee feede not the 
{/ or he weake hane yee not ſtrengthe- 
ed, the ficke hae yee not healed , neither 
haue yee bound vp the broken nor brought 
-—_ that which was drinen awaje, nei- 
ther bane yee ſought that which was loft, 


GO, 


Fze.34-3,3.4 


&c. throughout the whole Chapter 
When teeding of Gods ſheepe is} 
marter of ſo great *raportaunce,and 
k conliſteth of 1o many pwtes, which! 
4 the Prophet hath heere deſcribed,! 
[1. how ſhoulde we admit them whome 
: God reicfeth ? which beeing igno- 
raunt and vnlearned, knowe nothing 
at all,and rherefore norhing can dy 
that appertaineth to this charge, or 
any part thereof. Vndouabtedly the 
retaining of ſuch,is a maniteſt roken! 
of the vengeance of God againſt vs, 
for ſo ke threatneth by the Prophet? 
Zachary : his wordes are theſe. «Ani! 
the Lorde ſayde unto me: Take to thee yt 
the Inilrumentes of a fooliſh Sheepheard! 
for loe, I will rayſe 1p a Sheapheard in the! 
Lande, which ſhcll not looke for the thing * 
that is lo;t, nar ſerhe the tender Lambr,! 
wor heale that is hurt : nor feed thatwhich | 
ftandeth 2p,but he ſhall eat the fleſh of the 
fat, tear their Loowes in perces. O [alt 
hearde that leaueth the flache, the 
Sworde ſpall bee wppon bis erme,and v 
pon his right eye: his arme ſall be cleant 
aried 2p, and bis r1ght eye ſpall bee witer- 
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h darkened. 

Now,ſecing we are taught by theſe 
wordes of the Lord God,that it is a 
greate and horrible plague, to haue 
the church of God encumbred with 
ſach fooliſh and Idole Sheapheards: 
Let vs ſtady to remous ſuch plagues 
trom the flocke of Chriſte, vvhoſe 
armes are cleanc dried vp that they 
hane no force,and their eyes vtterly 
darkened, that they haue no skill,ſo 
that they are not able to perfourme 
thoſe duties , which pertaine to a 
vviſe and taythfull Sheaphearde, ex- 
cepte wee will betraye the Sheepe 
of Chriſte , into the mouthes of ra- 
nenous Wolues , and ſpeciallye in- 
ro the teethe of that greate ramp- 
ing Lyon the denill, who neucr cea- 
ſeth going aboute to (ecke whome 
hee may deuoure for his pray. For 
what doe theſe readinge Miniſters 
differ from thoſe Idole Sheapheards, 
which God in his vengeance threat- 
neth to ſende for the ingratitude of 


the people? , 
C 


1.Pet.1.?, 
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It wil be anſwered(no doubt) thx 
to ſupplie their ignorance,there ar: 
added to their apointed ſeruice, mz. 
nie Godly & learned homilies,which 
if they read with their ſcruice, there 
is not ſo great neede of Preaching,& 
interpretation of the ſcriptures. We 
will derogate nothing here from the * 
dignitic ofthoſe homilies : wewil 
not accuſe here the vnſenſible rex 
ding of vnlearned miniſters, neither 

et the vnreuerent contempt of the 
12noraunt hearers; but, which al 

odly and wiſe men muſt needs con- 
teſſe, thoſe exhortations that are not 
applied, to the proper circumſtan- 
ces of times, places, perſons and oc} 
caſions, are of ſmall power to per- 
ſwade any man, and leaſt oc all the 
1gnoraunt people, Let long experi 
ence the Myſtreſle of fooles teachvs, | 
it knowledge the inſtruRer of wiſe 
men cannot mooue vs. Howe many 
papiſts conuerted? How many igno- | 
raunt inſtruted?How many wicked | 
reformed,are ye able to ſhew by this 
ignoraunt and ynlearned —_— | 
WI 
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ich all the helpes of reading of for- 
all prayers and homilies, without 
caching and applying the Scrip- 
res to the proper circumſtaunces 
fore rehearſed? Againe,who ſeeth 
pt but he that 1s ſo blinde, that he 
ll ſee nothing, that theſe partes of 
rue Paſtors duetie,which both the 
opheres, Ezechiel and Zachary re- 
arſe, namely, to ſtrengthen the 
cake,to heale the ſicke,to bind the 
oken, to ſecke the loſt, to bring 
me thar is carried away,to cheriſh 
e yong Lambs,to feede the {trong 
ceepe.&c. cannot be performed of 
y man by ſuch means as theſe, but 
cly by ſuch one, as is a Godly and 
rned ſhepheard. Wherefore,theſe 
Dore helpes of preſcript forme of 
ading of ria big) Homilics, and 
ch like,when they are alleadged to 
aintaine the ignorance of vn{l:i!ful 


aſtors, are called no better, by the 


dgement of God, but the inſtru- 
entes of fooliſh and idole ſheap- 
ardes, which haue a certaine pre- 


nce of paſtorall office, but in efteR 
E are 


FO 


"hurt,conccrning whom our ſauiour} 
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are altogether vnmeet tor the ſame. 
Euen as Idiots and Idolles are good | 
for nothing, but able ro doe much! 


Chrilt pronouncerh this tearetul ſen} 
, tence. 1 fi: blind leaathe blind,they ſha 
both fall into the p* :t.How :ong thertore 
ſhal wee ſuffer che blinde to lead the} 
blind, to the deitru&ion of both?Let 
vs therfore now at the legth,remoue| 
theſe blind guides, and place in their Þ 
ſteeds faithfull vuerſcers, that may 
lead the flock of Chrilt into the way 
of ſalnation, The miniſters of the| 
church 2re the ſalt of the earch. If the 
| ſab be wnſarory wherwith ſoall it be ſeaſ- 
ned, t tz good for nothing but 19 bee ca} | 
out,and troden done of mens feete. 1. 
vs not therfore ſeek polirike (hifts to} 
maintainthe vnſauory ſalr,which out |? 
Sautour Chriſte pronouncerh ro bee}: 
go2d for nothing but to be calt out, | 

By theſe and many other teſtimo- 
nics of the ſcripture, it is as cleere 35} 
the Sunne at Noone dayes , that it | 


15 the office and duetic of a Paſtor, 
both to beable and willing to teach 
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is locke, and that noignorantand 
nlearned perſon 1s to bee admitted 
» that charge,or reteined,if hee bee 
rept in, no more then a blind mais 
0 be {uffred inan otfce,which muſt 
de execurcd only with the fight: or a 
ilumbe Dog to glue warning which 
annot barke:or an Idol to haue the 
laccof a man, or a tool of a wiſe mi 
r a Wolfe of a Sheaphcard,or dark- 
c!ſe in ſteede of light,or Salt that 1s 
nſauory,to ſeaſon withal.But while 
'cinrreat of teaching,to be the du- 


— 
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y of a paſtor,we donot only meane 
publike preaching, when the cogre- 
pation 15 aſſembled, bur alſo —_ 


/FÞ&«hortation, repreheſion,conſolaris, 
{| Wt cucry particuler perſon within his 
»'Wharge,fo often as need (hall require, 
'F\nd that this allo is the duetye of a 
«Waithful Biſhop,sS. Paule reſtifierh, ſer- 


. Wing before the cldcrs of the church, 

- [It Epbeſis the example of his diligece 

5 FI hich he wold hauc the to folow.7o# Afts.20a8, 
t -o7{(aith hee) from rhe firſt day that 1 29430 

| -me i910 A fra after what manner 1 have 
n EP 12 with you at al ſcaſons,ſeraing the Lord 
5þ 2 rial 
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dy withall modefty,coc. And how I kept back 
| no:hing that was profuu:ble,but hane ſhew- 
ed you, and taught you,bath opentye, and 
throwgho:u ener hozſe. By vvhich it þ 
is manifcſt, that the Paſtor muſt not | 
onely teache al his flocke openly: 
but alſo he muſt inſtru& eucry tami- | 
lie priuatelic,vvherſocuer hee ſhal ſce | 
itto be needfull or expedient, which | 
duty cannot bee accomplithed bya F 
reading Miniſter. Alſo in the 26.verl, Þ 
of the ſame Chapiter,hee commen- | 
deth vnto the Elders, a general care 
Ads, 10,26, Of the vyhole flocke, Take heeae | 
your ſelues (ſayth hec) and ro the whole 
flocke. Which care can not be wel,or 
at al yndertaken,except they be dili- Þ* 
6 gentto teach,both al and cuerie one |* 
& of their flocke,as neede (hal require. 
Which thing alſo hee willeth them | 

once againe to obſerue in his exam: | 
ple, verie. 31. ſaying: Therefore watch | 

Ac.:0.zr, nee,rvemembring that by the ffare of three | 
reeres,l ceaſſed nut night and day, exhor- V: 
tg enery ore of you, By theſe teſtimo- 
nies it 1s euident to ſee, what dili- } 
gence the holy Ghoſte requireth of þ 

Paſtors 


| 
| 
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Paſtors in teaching , both publikely 
and priuately : as well generallye all 
their flocke, as particularlye euerye 
one of them. Hee therefore that is 
ynapt to execute this parte of a Pa- 
ſtors duety,is altogether ynmeete,to 


whome goucrnance of the flocke of 


God,(houlde be committed. In tem- 
poral affayres, no man vvil commit 
the leaſt charge that can bee, to ſuch 
perſons as he knoweth to be altoge- 
ther vnmeete,or vnable to aunſwere 
ynto the charge: And ſhall we conti- 
nue as we haue done hitherto,to put 
the in truſt with the greateſt charge 
thar can be,the ſaluation of ſo many 
thouſande {oules redeemed with the 
bloud of Chriſte,whome wee knowe 
certainely to be able to doe,no parte 
of a Paſtours duety ſufficiently? God 
forbid that we ſhould (till continue, 
ſo lightly to eſteeme ſo waightye a 
matter, as though we accounted the 
bloud of Chriſt, by which weare ſan- 
ited, to be prophane,and woulde 
contumeliouſly withſtande the ſpirit 
of God, 

| 3 Bur 
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Bur necesfiri-(you wil anſwere)hath 
no lawc. This necesſity we haue aun- 


ſwered before,to conſiſt in 2.points: Þ 
in lack of linings,and lack of learned F 
men.The firſt we haue ſhewed ought Þ 
- to be no lette,no not of an howre, it 


the other wame,coulde {o ſoone bee 
ſupplicd.And both mult of necesfity 


| bceprouided for in tme,or clſc wee 


teſtity before God and his holy An- 


_ gels,that they which negle&orwith 


itand this proutfion, (hal be guilty of 

the bloude of all them, that perille 

through tie delaulte or teaching, !! 

the whole realm, Thelack of liuings 

mey be ſupplied, either by re{toring 

the ſacriledges of Abbtes, as Impro> 
priations of. benefices. &c, or by de- 

uiding the {uperfuities of ſome ple- 
ces that haue to niche, vnto them 
rat haue roo little, or by any other 
godly meancs,that may bee thought 
meet to theſe godly and wiſe gouer- 
nors.that by duty onght, and by an- 
thority may do it. The lacke of !ecr- 
ned prezchers,muſt be fo farre forth 
ſupplicd,asit maye prefentlye,by en- 
COUra- 
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of Eccleſiaſticall Gonernment. 55 
couraging andexhorting ſo many as 
are able,to take that charge in hand, 
by ouerſecing the Readers & ſchol- 
lers in diuinity 1n the Vniuerſities,to 
doe their duties,the one in teaching 
purely,the other in learning diliget- 
ly: by thruſting out theſe vnprofita- 
ble heades of Colledges, and other 
drone Bees, which cither are vnable 
or ynwilling to ſet forward the ſtudy 
of divinity in their ſcacrall houſes, 8 
placing diligent and learned gourr- 
nors & ſtudents 1n their places,& by 
other good means reforming vniner 
ſities, by ere&ing of doctors & teach 
ers, in as many places as may be : by 
copellingthe vnlearned miniſtcrs,zn 
whome 1s any towardnes to become 
ſchollers in diuinity,with ſome allow 
aunce of liuing if they bee willing to 
ſtudy,or clſc to ſende the tro whence 
they came,to get their liuinges with 
ſycate of their brows: and eſpecially 
coſidering the gretnes of the harueit 
& fewnes of the laborers, by praying 
carneſtly the Lord of the haruc{t 1n 
this great necesſiry of ours,to thrult Math.g.z8, 

| 4 toorth 
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foorth labourers into his Harueſ;, 
And in the meane time till God ſhal 


bleſle vs with a ſuthcient numberof F 
learned paſtors, to take ſome extra. Þ 
ordinarie and temporall order for | 
ouerſecing the Churches, thart al- Þ 


though they can not bce all ſuffi 
entiic inſtructed and gouerned : yet 


ſo many ſhall not be altogether de- Þ 


{titure, of al knowledge and ſpiritual 
gouernment, as ther are now 1n this 
molt corrupt ſtate of the Church,in 
which we hauc hitherto continued, 
It any man thinkethis 1s oucr harde 
to be brought to paſie, let him con- 
ſider thatti;ere was neuer worke cf 
more vitiiculry, then to build vp the 
Church of God:{o rhat the neces (ity 
a!d commodity cf the work,ſhouid 


caize vsto [tz nothing atthe dith- 
Cultic tiercot, For with our faithtull | 


endeuor,we ſhalt not want the migh 
ty a«{[tznce of God, who will bleſle 
our Godly !abours, with greater ſuc- 
cc!l-,then we can locke for, It God 
therefore will graunt that rheſe and 
ſuch like mvanes may take place,by 

-- the 
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he high authority of our dread ſo- 
craigne the Queenes Maieſty, and 
-ontinue this comfortable peace, 
hich we entoy, vnder her moſt gra- 
tous goucrnment, wee dare 1copard 
pure hues , that in leſlie then halte 
he time, that is already proſperouſ- 
y paſled,of her Maicſties moſte ho- 
ourable and glorious reigne, the 
ecesfity of learned paſtors ſhall bee 
o well ſupplied,as wee ſhall haue no 
reat cauſe to complaine for lacke 
tthem, if we may vſe like diligence 
0 continue them:if not,we wil {ped 
he reſt of oure lite in mourning, & 
:xpeRation of the heauy vengeance 
t God,which mult needes fall vpon 
's, for this manifcſt contempt ot his 
xpreſle commaundement, aud neg- 
c& of increaſing the glorious king- 
ome of our Sauiour Chrilte. In the 
ane time, we may boldly ſay with 
he Apoſile.AQ.20.e teitify wnto yort 
hu day, that we are cleane from the v/ord 
fyonall or we hae not ſuled to ſhew yors 
he whole Corr ſell of God, conicernivg the 
egiment of his Church, 
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Hitherto wee hane ſomewhat 2| 
large ſet foorth, the principall pane 
of a Paſtors office, which 1s ro preach 
the word of God,and to inſtrud the 
people committed to his charge inf 
the ſame. Here followeth now inthe 
ſecond part of his duety,which con- 
ſifteth in right adminiſtration ofthe 
Sacramentcs of God, For ſceingiÞt 
hath pleaſed God to adde ſuch out-F 
warde ſignes to be helpes of ourin-f 
firmitie,as ſcales for confirmation of 
his promiſes , vttered by his word: 
Rom.4.11, He hath appoynted mi-Þ 
niſters ofthe ſame, ro deliuer then 
vnto his people. Math. 28,19. Luke. Þ 
22.19. For no man may take vppo" 
hin any office in the Church, but he 
that 1s called of God, as was Aaron, 
Heb. 3.4. Secing therefore that God 
hath given ſome to bee PaſtoursnÞ? 
his Church. Epheſ.4.11 . Anditi 
the duerie of Paſtours to feede the} 
focke of God committed to the! 
charge, with all maner of ſpiritual? 
paſtvre of their ſoules, appoynted br 
God. 1.Cor.q4.1 . And thar the 3% | 

CI4-© 
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ramentes are a part of this ſpiritual 

00d, It 15 manite(t that it belongeth 

o the dutie of Paſtors,to adminiſter 

ne holy Sacramentes : and that the 

acramentes appertaine to the doc- 

rine and worde of God, irc is cui- 

ent,that whome God hath inſtitn- 

ed to be minilier of the worde, him 

alſo hath he made to be miniſter of 

he Sacramentes : and as the Sacra- 

entes are compared by the holye 

WG hok vnro ſezles: and the worde or 

| womiſe of God vnto writinpes : ſo 

St 2ppertainerh to him to deliver the 

calc which delivereth the writings. 

=Þ or,25 the ſcale hath alwayes relatt- 

'n vnto the wrirtinges : ſo hane the 

acrament2s vnto the word of God. 

Py this it appeareth,thet as1t 15 the 

iuetie of enerye Paſtour to admint- 

ter the Sacramentes of Chriſte : ſo 

his office appertayneth to none, but 

0 thoſe wh:ch are miniſters of the 

'Orde . Our Sanjour Chniſt autho- 

zing his Apoſtles to Baptize all 

lations, ſayeth +: Goe jee foorth and 
eache all Nations , baptizirg ther Math.23, 1g. 

in 
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in the name of the father, the ſonne af 
the Ghoite, teaching them to obſerued 
thirges, that I haze commannded yu 
bY Likewiſe to the ſame effeR, Goe je 
F. Mark.16.15. foorth mmto the whole worlde, and preache 
the G fell to exery creature he that ſha 
beleene and is baptized ſhallbe ſaned,c. 
Aliſo in(tituting his holy ſupper, heeÞ 
ſayde: Doe this rm remembraunce of me. 
Which remembrance Saint Paalde- 
clareth,that it 6ught to bee celebr-Þ 
ted by preaching of the Lordsdeath. Þ 
y SOR So ofrea( faith he) 45 you ſoall eate of tu 
C024. Bread and drinke of this Cwp,you ſhal ſhes 
foorth the [. ords death wntill he come. yl = 
$1 theſe reftimonies it is enidet,that th: 
q adminiſtratio ofthe ſacramets oughtÞ* 
| to bee committed to none, but vnto 
If. {ach as are Preachers of the word, 
thatare ableto teach them thart they? 
baptiſe, that are able to preache the}? 
myſtery of Chriſts death to them,toF? 
whom they doe dcliuer the outward| 
ſigne thereof, Howe intollerablear} 
aouſethen is it,of the ſacraments oF 
the Lord,to commir the adminiſtr- | 
| tion of them tothoſe men, that arc Þ? 
nos 


Lui2.22.19, 
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ot able to expounde the myſtery of 
hem. And ſecing the elementes of 
he worlde, of which the outwarde 
art of the ſacramentes is taken, bee 
cadeand begger!y of themſclues, 
xcept they bee animated and enti- 
ed with the promiſc and worde of 
od, which 1s the life of the Sacra- 
entes: what can it bee better then, 
xcriledge to ſeperate the miniſtratt- 
on of preaching of the worde from 
he facramentes? And foraſmuch as 
We {pirice of God , compareth the 
Bacraments to ſcales that are added, 
/ © Jor' confirmation of writinges ; wee 
$nowe well that a worde or writing, 
ay be auailable without a ſeale,but 
cuera ſcale without a writing. 
Therefore in this behalfe we haue 
ad greate defaulte,ſo long time to 
ommit the adminiſtration of the 
acramentes to thoſe men, who not 
nely have beene knowne to be vn- 
ble, but alſo have beene forbidden 
d preach the word. And that which 
$ more ſirange,to be ſuffered inthis 


(care light ot the Goſpel, to porous 
c 
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= the miniſtration of baptiſme,not on- 

I; to ignorante men, but allo to wo. 

inen which hauc no voyce to ſpeale Þ 
1.Cor.14.34, 12 the congreganon. 1.COF.1.4.34.6% Þ 
Tim.2.411, 1.11m.2,11,c0dthatin private ple 
ces, bur in caſe(they tay )ot neceluty, 
as though there were (uch necelvty 
of che ourward figne,when ic carinot 
bee muniltred according to the 11:ſu- Þ 
tition of Chriſt, which 15 uothing cl Þ 
but to atarme with the Papiſtes,that Þ 
Sacraments conter grace of the work 
wrought : and that the ſacramentct 
baptiſme, is aſacrament of {uch nc- 
| ce{*1ty,th2t wheſocuer is notdipped 
Y in water, mult be eternally condem- 
red. Which hercricall opinion,as we 
hauc hiſſed art in,our profeſsion and 
preaching, fois it a great ſhame tur 
vs to maintain by {uch corrupt viage 
of Chriſtes holy ſacramentes. Lets 
therctoreretcine this principle, that 
the adminiſtraticn of the ſacraments 
15 a part of the paſtors duety: for al- 
though the office of preaching bee 
more excellent, then of miniſtration 
BY of the ſacraments,as S.Paul ſpeaketh 
02-4 Com- 
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omparatiuely , Chriſt ſent me not to 
beptize but to preach,1 ,Cor.1.17. Yet 
they arc of {uch atfinitie, that the ac- 
eſlory cannot be {eperated trom the 
Yrincipall thereof. For where is no 
preacher of the worde,ther ought tv 
be no miniſter of the Sacramentes, 
Furthermore,tt pertaineth to the du- 
tic of the paltor,to make prayers : as 
Act.16.16, not onely priuate , aSall 
men are bound to doe, but alſo pub- 


k {Ylike prayers in the name of the whol 


YCburch.A&.6.4.1.Timor.2.1.bcing 
the mouth thereof . For whereas the 
ſpirit of God, commandeth a! things 
to be done 1n decent and comely or- 
Fdcr,and torbiddeth all confuſion and 
diſorder, As it were great confuſio & 
Fvncomelines, for cucry man to make 
F his ſcuerall praiers in the publike aſ(- 
ſemblies : ſo is it orderly for one to 
pronounce the praier in the name of 
Jrbcreſt,and thereſt to pray with him 
Yin ſilence, & to anſwer Ame. Ic isalſo 
gecer that he which is the ſhepherd, 
ſhonld go before the ſheep in praier, 
& the ſheepe to follow him in lfring 
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0. vp of their harts in mutuall conſent, 
Moreouer for aſmuch as preaching Þ 
and adminiſtration of the ſacramet,, 
ought not to bee yſed without pub. 
lique prayers ; asitis the Paſtors of- 
fice to preache, and miniſter the $4 
craments:ſo is it his duety alſo to go 
before his locke in publique pray. | 
crs. / 
But heere we haue to obſerue two Þ 
things : the firſt,that as it perteineth Þ 
to the Paſtor to conceiue publique FF 
praiers: ſo it is the duty of the whole Þ 
Church, inthe name of the whole Þ 
Church,to ioyne in hart with the pal Þ 
torin the ſame praiers, that they Þ 
knowing and vnderſtanding what he Þ 
hath praicd, may at the end giue ther Þ 
r.£0194.15 conſent by anſwering Amen. Wher:- 
in their is great abuſe in our Chur- 

ches. For,as thovgh it weare noti- 

nough, to keepe out preaching by Þ 

longe preſcribed formes of prater: 

theſc praiers are ſo pronounced by | 

the miniſter, that a great number, & | 

| ſome not of the worſt diſpoſed peov- Þ 
| ple,thinck,it pertcineth not to them, | 
r0 


of Eccleſraſticall Gonernment, 65 


% 


0 giueeare or conſent of mind ynto 
hem . We ſpeake not here of ſuch 


| 2.4 


| 
: nſenfible Readers, whole voyce cy- 
>» {& cr cannot be heard, or elſe cannot 
s e vnderſtood,wherof there be great 
- Sumbers : nor of the vnfit place pre- 
o |Fcribed for the miniſters, ſtanding at 
. | &rayer in the eaſt ende of the houſe, 


he the ſimple people ſhal ſtand of- 
crimes 40.0r 50:;yards of in the weſt 
nde: or of the confuſion of voyces 
I hileſt all ſpeake at once : beſides 
Fcrines ofxroode-lofts, Organe lofts, 
Þ4oll cages, otherwiſe called Chaun- 
2Fric Chappelles, and high pewes be- 
; Þvcene them 2 which although they 
$0 manifeſtly binder edifycation,yer 
; | Fnay they not be remooued in many 
. | Faces, for defacing the beauty of the 
Wnatcriall houſes, whereas S.Paule {o 

. | Fnuch eſtemeth the building of gods 
1. pirituall houſe, that he commaun- 
, | &eth the glorious gittes of the holye 
| F- loſt to ceaſe in the congregation, 
'hen they do not helpe to editicati- 
n.But we ſpeake of this that a great 

nultitade thinke they haue wel ſer- 
F ued 
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ued God : if they haue been preſen: 


at common prayers, Or anye part 
them,as they were wont to thinke in 
popery , although they bee neucr 
vainly occupyed 1n the Church, ſome 
in walking , ſom in talking, in g& 
thering ot money no onely tor the 
poore , but for ot cr contributions, KY 
&c. And they that thinke they do ; 
beſt, are occupyed in their priuate ÞY 
praicrs,or in reading of books,whil ÞY 
their miniſter pronounceth publique 
praters. 

Thus as preaching is negleQed,vp-F 
pon colour cf publique prayers : 0 
publique prayers by priuate excrc- | 
ſes,are made altogether vnprohiable 
to a great number , For who knov- 
eth the right vſe of publique prayer, 
bur they that are taught by the word 
of God.Let vs therfore eſtabliſh pub- 
Iique preaching, and publique pray- 
ers will follow of neceſsitie . Butit 
we continue to vpholde formal prat- 
ers, thatpreaching bee negle&cd,lt 
will come to paſſe, that neither ſhall 


be regarded , For what did thruſt 
out þ 


{ 
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out preaching from the Romiſhe 
Church, but long preicript formes of 
reading,of linging,ot praytug:ſo that 
their ordinarye was ynough,and to 
much to occupye the whole daye, 
though there were nv ſermon, wher- 
as contrariwiſe there woulde be no 
ordinarie publique prayer withour 


Fpreaching . Which terrible example 


ot the practize of Sathan in the man 
of linne, ſhoulde make vs atrayde to 


Feiue any like occaſion of ſuch incon- 


uenience hereatter to come . For 1s 
not rhis opinion alrrady growen 1n- 


Jo a great manye mens heades, that 


the ſeruice maye not giue place to a 
ſermon, no though the time be not 
ſuthcient for both? And are ther not 
many that had much rather heare a 
chaunted Mattens and Enenſong, 
then a godly & learned ſermon? Yea 
they frequent the one,and refuſe the 
other . Let Cathedral Churches,&c. 
be an example, where you ſhall ſee a 
greatnumber , that tarrye while the 
ſcruice is ſonge, bur depart ſo ſoone 


a5 the Sermon beginneth. 
2 While 
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While the Organes pipe, ſome are Þ 
drawen with the ſweetnes of muſike 
to come vp , but while the preacher 


.cryeth out, continue beneath and in 


laughter or brawling,be lowder then 
he oftentimes . So, that which was Þ 
wont to be ſayd of the Maſſe , Miſe 
ron mordet, the maſſe was a gentl 
bealt,and did bite no man,and ther- 
tore was ſo well beloued of manye, BY 
may rightly be verified of our ordi- BY 


nary {eruice . For therefore a great BY 


number can ſo well away with it, be- 


- Cauſe itdoth not ſharpely reprooue 


them of thcire ſinnes , nor diſcloſe 
the ſ{ecreates of their heartes , but 
that they maye continue till in all 
kinde of voluptuouſnes,and al other 
kind of wickednes. Wheras by prea- 
ching,their conſcience is gaulcd,ther 
wickednes and hipocriſy diſcouered, 
their damnation threatned, they are 
called to repentannce and forſaking 
of their plcaſant ſinnes. and to holy- 
nefſe and innocencie of life, So that 
if there be any ſparke of the feare of 
God inticm, hearing preaching, (0 

o't:n 
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often as they vſe to heare ſeruice, 
they will fall downe on their faces & 
worſhip God , acknowledging the 


great power of God in his miniſters. :.Cor.14. x5 


1.Cor.14.15 , Butthatthey cannot 
away with all, beeing like vnto Felix 
the liefetenauntof the Romanes in 
Iewrie : Who when he heard Paule a 
poore pryſoner that ſtoode before 
him bound in chaines, preaching of 
righteouſnes,of temperaunce,and of 
the iudgement to come, he was wea- 
ric of him becauſe he was a great op- 
preſſour,and an intemperate perſon, 
and therfore feared the 1udgment of 
God for his ſinne, which he purpo- 
ſed not to forſake . Such 1s the ma- 


2 ieſtic of Gods word, when it 1s prea- 
8 ched, that cither it boweth or brea- 
$ keth the wicked in pieces.God grant 


therefore that in ſteede of ordinarie 
formes of praters,we may haue prea- 
ching in all places. 

The ſeconde thing that we haue to 
obſerue is this, that although we 


2 make it the durie of the Paſtour, to 


pray in the name of the whole con- 
3 YC» 
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| gregation, yet we doe not ſo meane, 

| x Cor,14.15 but that the whole congregatio with 
s C26. one heart, and with one voyce maye 
. prziſc God, with (inging ot Yialmey, 
ail at once . For th1s cuſtome hath 
continuedinthe church trom the be 
ginning,that the congregation have 
praiicd Ged with Plalmes finging al- 
togeather, Andrthete three partes of 

. apaliors Cutie,to preach,to miniſter 
* the ſactammentes, and to praye, are {0 
neccilarilye requyred of him 1n the 
word of God,as no man may rightly 
ex:cute the othce of a Paſtor, but he 
that performeth al theſc ,cach one in 
their due tine, And to this part of 
prayer,maye be refcred the bleſving 
of n:arri2gcs,not of neceſsitie,but ot 
x: ue an 2uncient vie of the Church. Fur- 
thermore, in thoſe thinges that are 

neceſlaric partes of the Paſtours of- 

fice . the Church hath aurhoriticto 

Gifpoſe them. as touching the cir- 

cumſtaunces, for order and comcly- 

nefic ſake : but cheefely for edihca- 

tion, As the dayrs and times of prea- 

ching and adminiſtring the Sacra- 

MmEntes 
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ments,the places meet for the ſame, 
& for publique praters :alſo the form 
and maner of vſing thoſe thinges, ſo 


' FYthar all things be don comely and a- 


grceably to order, but eſpecially that 


F1n all chings,principall regarde be had 
Fro edification, which S. Paule ſo often 
YJand ſopreciſely vrgeth in the 14. cha- 


piter ot the 1,Cor. For therfore onght 


Jour aſſemblies and comminges toge- 
AF ther to ſerue, that therefore we maye 


Y be better,that we may be taught, that 
A we may be edified.. 1.Cor.11.17. t. 


1.Cor.r 1.17, 
1.Cor.14.23. 


IF Cor.14.23.24.25.26.31, Andthere- 2425.26.31, 


4 fore we haue great maruell that ſome 
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are ſo preciſe 1n vrging ceremon!es,as 
many thinke much hindering editica- 
tion , but as moſte men conteſle, no- 
thing profiting to edifycation , ha- , 
uing alwayzs-in their mouth, that 
ſentence of Saint Paule, 1. Corinth. 
14.40. Let all thinges bee dove decently, 
and according to an order , And doe ſo *Cor.14.40 
little remember that the Apoſtle in 
that long Chapiter, laboureth alto- 
gether to driue al things toedihcatio, 
or els to driue the our of the church. 

4 AS 
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3 : 
F As he ſaith of him that hath the gif 
= of tongues, being of it ſelfe an excel. Þ 
Tv lente and comely gitte of the hoke Þ 
| ghoſt,and being vſed orderly of one 
or two by courie, with an interpre- Þ 
ter, mighte doe muche good in the Þ 
Church. , 
But if there be none interpreter Þ* 
(ſaith he)Let him holde his peacein 
the congregation. 1. Cor. 14.28. The 
yncomlineſle that Saint Paule repro- 
ueth,was,that women ſhold preach 
in the Church,as ver. 30. 3 5.The dil- 
order, that thoſe gittes which ſcrued 
ly leaſte for edifying , were prefcrred 
Ko betore them thar ſerucd moſte for 
| editying, as tongs before prophecie, 
By which it is euident thatS. Paulcs 
| words are wrelted of ſome,clean con 
1 trary to his meaning,to make him a 
1 Patron of idle,if not hurtful ceremo- 
{ nies, maintained more vpon wil then 
reaſon,or graunted of Gods worde, 
ynder the colour of order and decen 
cy,not onely with negle& , but alſo 
with great hinderance of Gods buil- 'Þ 
ding, by ſpoyling the Churche of fo 
many Þ 


7.Car.14.28 


— — — be _ — = 
_ - 


YT Vv U©0 vv wor sZ 


of Ecclefiaſticall Gonernment, 51 


many learned paſtoures. There are 

beſide theſe thinges,certaine other 

matters : as confirmation, Church- 

ing of women, buriall of the deade, 

thoughte to bclonge to the office 

2 of a Bylhoppe or .Paſtour, Whereof 

I the firſte two arc meere deuiſes of 

J men, and ought to haue no place 

Fin the Churche of Chriſte . The 

'F other,albcir it bee to bee retayned 

] with a certayne honeſtye, yet it is 
not to bee tied to the proper office 

3 ofa Paſtour. And as for Confirma- 1 

4 tion, it oughte therefore to be ſhut | 
oute , and haus no place in the | ,C- 

q church of God,as wel becauſe it dif- | 

2 placed Catechiling, and broughte + 

J in ſteede thereof vayne toyes, and 

q Childiſhe ceremonies to the greate | 
hurte of the .Churche; as for that / 
alſo it derogateth muche from the 

24 dignitye of Baptiſme,the ſacrament 
of the Lorde,and is extolled aboue 
it, being a deuiſe,of man,and is pre- 

3 tended to bee a ligne to certify the 

4 Children of the tauoure and grati- 

ous goodneſle of G OD, towardes 

them, 
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them, ſalſzly grounded vpon theex. 

ut ample of the Apoſtles : Whereas the 

F- mini;lration ot baptiſme, 1s permit. 
ted to cue:ty hedge-prieſt , munilter 
and Deacon, 

And as for Churching of Wo- 
men, becauſe ir ſauoureth of the Ie- 
with puritication, and of Poplth in- 
ſtirution, it oughtaltogether to bee 
omitted, for it breederth and nouri- 

* ſheth many ſuperſtitious opinions 
in the {imple peoples hearts: as,that 
the woman which hath born a child, 

| is vncleane or vnholy : whereas the 
| Apoſtle pronounceth, that Godlye 

| women are ſan&ihed and ſaued by 
i.Tin-4.15. hearing of Children, 1. Timoth.2, 

| 15.that it is vnlawfull for her, for a- 

[vg ny necesſity,to go ont of her doores, 

| before ſhe bee Churched : thar this 
> churching is a neceſſarye part of the 

| Paſtors office,that ſhee muſt weare a 

white raile ouer her head, when ſhe 
goeth to Churche by the Midwite, 
waighted Home with the Parilhe 

Clearke, wirh diuers ſuche like Ba- 

bles, vyhiche in a vvell rcfourmed 

Chureh, 
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Churche , are not to bee ſuffered, 
As (or the buriall of the deade, be. 
cauſe Sathan tooke occaſiun vppon 
Ceremonies appointed therunto, ro 
ſowe the leede of manye Heriſies in 
the Church, as'prayers for the dead, 
oblations for the Lads Purgatory, 
&c. Alſo many ſuperſtitions, as hal- 
lowing of Churcbyardes, dillin&ion 
of Burialls,as ſome in the Chauncel, 
ſome in the Churche, and ſome in 
the Church-yardes:ſome with more 
pompe,as ſinging,ringinp, &c. ſome 
with leſſe, burying rowards the Eaſt, 
lightes and holy water beſtowed vp- 
on the dead,&c.Itis thought good, 
tothe beſt and right reformed'chur- 
ches,to burye their deade reuerent- 
ly, without any ceremonies of pray- 
I ing or preaching at them , becauſe 
experience hath taught them, what 
inconvenience. may grow theret.by 
exaple of that which hath bin before 
And as they are not to be excuſed, if 
any for ſmall rriſles only,raiſe vp het 
contentions : ſo they have mvch to 
aun{were betore God, thar ſuftcr the 
pcople 
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ople of God to lacke the onglye 
foo c of their ſouls for ſuch humain 
conſtitutions, But to conclude, itis 
the duty of cuery true Paltor, to ob- 
ſerue thoſe thinges thatare conclu. 
ded by the lawfull authoritye of the 
church,concerning ceremonial mat- 
rers, for order and comlineſle ſake, 
and for edification, and not to con- 
troll publique order, by his private 
iudgement,but ypon great & waigh- 
ty cauſes. Wee haue hitherto intrea- 
ted of the proper dutye of a Paſtour 
himſelſe: nowe it followeth, that we 
likewiſe ſet foorth his authoritye 
in common gouernment with the 
Elders. Burt leaſt any man ſhoulde 
miſtake that, which wee purpoſe to 
ſay of his authority,wee haue neede 
to expreſſe what wee meane by this 
word? authoritye. For euen thoſe 
thinges that wee hauc ſhewed be- 
fore to. bee the duetye of a Paſtor, 
may alſo bee called his authority,as 
to preach and teach, wherein is in- 
cluded his authoritye to forgiue 


-andretaine finnes : alſo his autho- 


rity 
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ritye to miniſter the Sacramentes, 

and to doe other thinges in the 

Churche, which none {may doe but 

hee. Bur in this place, wee vnder- 

ſtande authority, for power of go- 

uernment in the Church. Whereof 

the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, that it is one ,,Cor.n.18, 

ot rhe graces and gittes of G OD 

neceſlarye for the building of his 

Church. This authority of regiment, 

we haue declared that it ought not 

to be a Lordly ruling , neither ouer , p,,,,. 

their flocke : nor yet ouer their fel- Luke.z 3.16, 

lowe ſeruauntes and brethren : and 

leaſte of all,that they ought to haue 

dominion or Lordſhip ouer the faith 2.Cor. 1.14. 

of the Church. In all theſe the man 

of ſinne hath exalted him ſelfe, con- 

trary to the worde of God: So that - | 
he would be head of all the Chutch, yjjerarchis: . © 

Byſhop of all Byſhops,and haue au- 
| thoritye to make nevve Articles of 

Faythe, Whoſe vntollerable pre- 
z ſumpt:on,as we haue long ſince ba- 
z niſhed out of this Lande: ſo we with 
$ that no ſteppes of ſuch pride and ar- 
rogancy, might be left behind him: 
namely, 
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namely,that no elder or miniſter of 
the Chutch,thoulde challendpe vnto 
himtel(e,or accept it,it it were offred 
ynto him, any other authority, tlien 
that is allowed by the ſpirir of God: 
but cheefly ro beware that hee vſurp 
no authority which 1s torbidden by 
the word of God. For wheretore do 
wee deteſt the Pope and his viurped 
ſupremacy, but bicauſche arrogateth 
the ſanic vnto hamſclt,not only with 
out the warrant of Gods worde, but 
alſo cleane contrarye to the ſame? 
Now.1t the ſame reaſons & authort- 
ties that haue baniſhed the Pope,do 
ſeruc to condemn all orher vſurped 
authoritye, that 1s practiſed in the 
Church: \hy (houlde not all ſuch v- 
ſurped anthority be baniſhed as well 
asthe Pope? Wecan alledge againlt 
the Pope and rightly, that which, 
Joh.Bapriſt did anſwere to his diſci- 
ples. No man can take v1to himſelf 17 
thing,except it be pinen him from Hed 
wen Toh. 3.27 And that ſaying of the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrewes : No mu 
may take vp0 him any honer(in the chure? 
0 
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of God) but he that ts called of God, as 
was eAaron. Inſomuch that Chriſte 
himſelfe,did not giue himſelte to be 
an high Prieſt, bur he thar ſaide vnto 
him.7 hors art my Sonne, this day I haxe 
berotten thee, Hee ſayth in another 
place, Thom art a prieſt for exer after the Philip.2.6, 
order of Melchiſedec.Now ſeeing theſe 

rules are ſo generall, thar the Sonne 

of God him felte, was not exemp- 

ted from them, but ſhewed foorrth 

the decree, wherein he was authort- 

2cd:By what rule ca any man reteine 

that authority in the church of god, 

which 1s not called thereto by the 

worde of God ? Likewiſe we can al- 

ledge again, againſt the ſupremacie 

of the Pope, to proue that Peter was 

not ſuperiour to the other Apoſtles, 

| that which our ſauiour Chritt ſayeth 

q to his Apoſtles, Luk. 22.26. ard Mat. Luke.22.16. 
| 20.25, Mark.10.42. /t ſhall not be ſo 

«morg you but he that ts greateit amongſt Math.z0a5 
you, ſhall be as the yorgest, ard he that ru- Mak.r0.4 
leth,as be that ſerueth. And Mat.23.8. 1 og, 
Tou bane but one maſter, nhich « ok 

an 
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and all you are brethren , Tt theſe places 

rooue, that the Pope ought notts 
bes aboue other miniſters. of the 
church : Why doe they not likewiſe 
prouc, that the Miniſters are equal 
among themſelues?And forthe moſt 
part,all thoſe arguments and autho- 
rities of Scripture , that are vſcd 
to confute the vſurped authoritic of 
the pope,arc of as great force aganſt 
all other vſurped authorities ot one 
paſtor ouer an other. Therfore while 
we intreate of the authoritie of the 
paſtors, we muſt take heede that we 


 ' open nota window to poptſh tyran- 


nie, in ſtecde of pſtorall authoritye, 
& that we cnlarge not the bounds of 
authoritye, without the boundes of 
the Scripture, Wherefore while wee 
ſearch the Scripture, the onelye rule 
whereby the Church of God oughte 
to be gouerned, we finde that 1n re- 
gimen: & gouernice of the church, 
the paitor, biſhop or elder,hath none 
authority by himſelf, ſeperated from 
other. For in the Church,ther ought 
to be no monarchy or ſole abſolute 

goucrn- 
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government, but that is referred pe- 
culiarly ro our ſauiour Chrilte only, 


2. Tim. 6. 7, Inde.4. And that regi- *Tim6.r5. 


mente,which hce hath lett vnto his 
Clucchyis a conſent of his houthold 
ſeruaunts,to do all things according 
to his preſcription, as he witneſleth, 


Math.18.19. If mrs of you conſent 2pon Math.18.19x 


earth vppm any matter , what ſoener ye 
full ache,it ſhall bee grannted to you of my 
Faber which is in Fleauen: For whereſoe- 
wer two or three bee gathered together in 
my name , there am [ in the middett 0 
them, Seeing therefore that our Saui- 
our Chriſte, hath neither authorized 
nor promiſed to bleſle anye other 
forme of regiment, then that which 
conſiſteth of the conſent,and gathe- 
ring together of his Seruaunres in 
his name: wee holde vs contentwith 
this ſimplicity, and therctore we are 
bolde to ſay, that the authorirye of 
a Paſtour in publique Regiment or 
Diſcipline, ſeperate from others,1s 
nothing at all. 
Let vs then ſee, what is his aurho- 
rity ivined with others,and firſt, who 
G - are 
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are ſo ioyncd in Commisſton with 
him,rhat without their conſent hee 
can do nothing. We ſay therefore, 
that the authority ot Chriſt, is left 
vnto his whole Church, and (o toe- 
uery church, that none may challige 
Epiſcopall or Metropoliticall autho- 
rity, as it1s with ys at this day vuer 
other, without greate tyrannye and 
manifeſt iniury, For, ſeeing our % 
wtour Chriite, promiſed his preſence 
and authority to cuery Churchem- 
difterentlye, Math. 18. 19.20: None 
may challenge any {uch prerogative 
a{orc other : bur as the Churches 
are limitted out for order & conur- 
niency, ſo is euery one of theme! 
like 2uthority in it ſelf: but becauſe 
they make al but one church, & one 
bedy of Chriſt.therefore there 1s but WM 
on? authority in them,to determine Wh 
of matters concerning them all. by 
which ther appeareth to be adoudle 
authority of the Paſtor: one with tit 
ſeverall conoregation,in which het 
Paſtour, the other with the whoſe 
Synod or aſſembly,whereof hee 151 
men 


Math.18.19, 
20. 
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of Ecclehafticell Conemnencent, 
member, and both theſe authori- 


ties, wee finde ſuffcientlye authori- 
zcd in the Scripture, as ſhall playne- 
lye appearc 1n the ſeuerall Diſcour- 
ſes of them. Firlt therefore, wee 
will fpeake of his authoritye in his 
ſcuerall Churche, in which hee maye 
doe nothing without the conſente 
of the Churche . And firſt, let vs 
ex2mine,whether this authoricy bee 
ſo diffuſed ouer rhe whole Churche, 
thar the hearing, trying and Gercr- 
myaing of all matters , pertayneth 
tothe vvhole multitude, or te ſome 
ſpeciall choſen perſons amongeſlt 
them, meete for that purpoſe. 


The authoritye is the power of our | 


Lorde Icſus Chriſte, gra';nted vnto 
the Church: But becauſe the tudge- 
ment of the multirude is confule, 
whereas God is not the authoure 
of Confuſion , bur of order : and 
that we finde in the worde of God, 
c:rtayn Officers appoynted for go- 
uernmente : vvee are bolde to at- 
firme, that that charge belongeth 


ynto thoſe that are ſuch. 
2 And 
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And that doth S. Paule playnely de. 
clare,where hee putteth a difference 
of the ſeucrall ottices of the Church, 
whereof hee nameth Gouernors for 
one. 1.Cor. 28.29. and Rom. 12.8, 
Let him tht ruleth doe ut with diligence, 
Therefore there ought to be in cue- 
ry Church a Conſiſtory or ſegnorye 
of Elders or gouernors,which ought 
to haue the hearinge, examination 
and determining ot all matters, per- 
taining to Diſcipline and Gouerne- 
ment of that Congregation : which 
authoritye of theirs neuerthcleſle 
ought to be moderated, that ther 
1dgment may be rightly accounted 
the tudgement of the holy Church, 
Which thing conſiſteth in theſe two 


pointes. Firſt,that the Elders bee e- 


lected and choſen by conſent of the 
waole Congregation, men of Godli- 
neſſe and Wiſedome, in whome the 
whole Churche repoſerh ſach cont- 
dence, that they commir ynto then 
their authoritye, in hearing & deter- 
mining ſuch matters,as without hot 
tibic confuſion they canot prey 

them 
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themſelues. And hereto alſo may be 
referred that, which is ſayde of Ele. 
&ion of Paſtours, that the Apoſtles 
Pauland Barxabas did ordain,by Lle- 
&ion of the congregation,Elders vn- 
to many Churches, Aces. 14.23.be- 
cauſe,the name of Elders1s common 
to both: to Paſtors and Gouernors, 
: W& andis vſedin the Scripture to com- 
1 WW prehend both at once, as it appear- 
eth manifeſtly by S.Paxl.1 . Tim.5.7. 
Thoſe Elders that gonern well,are worthy 
of double boner effecialy thoſe that laborer 
im the word and doftrine.Ot which teſti- 
monie,we learne theſe three things: 
Firſt, that there bee Elders in the 
Church, which meddle not with tea- 
ching, bur are occupied alrogether 
. W@ in gouerning. Secondly, that the El- 
e & ders,which labor in teaching, other- 
. W wiſe called Paſtors, are ioined alſo in 
gouernment with them,which teach 
not. And thirdlye, that the name 
of Elder,comprehendeth both ſorts 
of Elders. And eſpecially in the place 
before alleadged foreleRion, ther is 


great reaſon to lead vs to think, that 
3 the 


1.Tim.5.7, 
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: 3-Cor.5.4. 
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the elders for goucrnment,are as wel 
vuaderitoud, as the other tor dodrin, 
becaulc icis write m the ſame place, 
thataiter they had ordeined them 


- Elders in cucry congregation by cle. 


&ion,as hauing ſer rhe Churches in 
perte& order(which could nor beer 
cepr the had eſtabliſhed diſcipline as 
wel as dottrine)they conurted tlie to 
the Lorde,in whome they bclceucd, 

Tne ſecoud point for moderation 
of che clders authority, in ſuch (orte 
that their ſent&ce may be the ſcntcce 
ot the Church ts this, that whey the 
cofiltory hath traueled in examining 
of cauſes pertaining to Eccleſiaſtical! 
P:iſcipline, and apreed what wdge- 
ment ought to paſſe ypon the mat- 
ters,they propound it to rhe whole 
mulritude,that it may be :onfirmed 
by rhetr conſent, Wherot $.Paul fpca- 
kerh, rouching the execution of Ex- 
communication (becauſe the fact was 
manileſt)!7h7 you are gathered rogerher 
wth my ſpurit.in the name of our Lord le- 


foes Chrift, and with the pover of our 1,91 


leſs Chriſt to deliner ſuch a ore unto Sa- 
than, 
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than,Nowe therfore, to proouc that 
there ought to be a Conliſtory of cl. 
ders in cuery Church, for gouerning 
of the ſame: It 1s manifeſt by the co- 
mandemet of our Sauior Chriſt, rou- 
ching him thar deſpileth pryuate ad- 
montti6: I f he hear not them,te! the con- 
(regation \if hee hear nat the congregation, 
le: him be wnto thee at an heathe &> publi 
exe Verily I ſay wnto your whatſoency you 
ſrall bind upon earth ſhall be buund m hea- 
wn, In which (aying of our Sautour 
Chriſt,this worde Congregation, ts not 
ſo largely taken , as 1n other places 
for the whole multitude, but tor the 
choſen aſſembly of clders.For our (a- 
uiour Chriſt, in that worde alluceth 
vnto the aſſembly of elders thar was 
amog the lews,which they called but 
corruptlic of a greeke worde Syne- 
drion, which fignificth a Countel! or 
Conſiſtory, Sorvedvin, which had the 
hearing and determining of all dit- 
licult and waightic matters amon 

the Iews, the like wherof hee wille 

to be eſtabliſhed in his Churche, for 


adminiſtration of gourzrnment-For, 
| 4 ſccing 
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Math. 18, 17. 
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| ſeeing'1t was firſt inſtituted by God 
w J for goucrnement of his Church: in 
” the olde lawe, as hath bzene (hewed 
betore out of Num. 1 1-6.although it 
Num.1.6. yas (hametully abuſed |by the wic- 
ked Iewes, our {autour Chrilt traſla- 
reth itinto his Church alſo in the 
new Te{tament:and the name of El- 
ders, doth mote aptlye agree vnto 
them that bee gouernours 1n the 
Church now , euen as it did to the 
ancients of Iſracl:ſo that the Paſtors 
ſeme to haue borrowed the name of 
Elders, ſpeciallye in reſpe& of their 
gouernment, The name of thts con- 
(> i fiſtory alſo in the new Teſtament, we 
1-6 finde to be agreable with that of the 
l Jewes , whereot our ſauiour Chrilic 
'« Marat. ſpeaketh when he ſayth : Tefthe cor 
2. Tun.4.14, £94101 or aſſembly. $, Paule.1.Tun, 
4-14. Difprſe not the gift which was gi- 

wen theethorongh prophecie , with mpo h- 

tion of handes x; the Elderſhip, where the 

reeke word1s Preſbyterion the aſlem- 

1e or Conſiſtorye of the Elders, 

Which worde is vſed alſo by Saint 

Luke in his Goſpell, ſpeaking of the 


. conli- 
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22.66,» A ſoone a4 tt was daye,the whole 
Elderſmp or aſſemblie of Elders came to- 
geather, both chiefe Prieites and Scribes, 
and brought him-into their counſell, In 
which ſaying, their counſel Synedrion 
is called Preſbyterron, Allo Saint Paule 
A&.20.5. that he had beene a perſe- 
cutor of chriſtians,taketh witneſle of 
the high prieſt and of the whol con- 
ſiſtory of Elders, vſing the ſame word 
Preſbyterion . By which it 1s cuident, 
that our ſauiour Chriſt by this word 
Eccleſia in that place, meaneth a con- 
fitory or aſſemb!ye of Elders, whoſe 
authoritie he doth ratifie with ſuch 
power,that whatſocuer is bounde or 
looſed by them on carth,in the feare 
of God,and with heartie prayer,the 
Lord will bring it to paſſe,yea he him 
ſelfe will be in the middeſt of them, 
a5 Preſident of their counſell, to di- 
re& their conſultations, to the glory 
of God, and the profite of his owne 
Church. Therefore in cuery Church, 
there ought to be a conſiſtory of El- 
ders or Gouernours, which with the 
Paſtor 


8g 


conſiſtory of the Iewiſh Elders. Luke 1,1... 


AQs.10.5. 


1,Cnr.5. 
2,Cor. 2, 
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Paſtor may take charge of Eccleſialti 
call diſcipline, and good order to bee 
obſcrued in the church,to the puniſh. 
mecnr of vice, and the aduauncement 
of true vertue. Theſe,it they gouerne 
w<el!, as Saint Paule doth tcltihe, are 
worthy of double honour, both that 
honour which is due to Godly men, 
aud that which is due to good gouer- 
Ours, 


Tic ende vs How neceſlarye it is,that Diſcipline 
D«ylae, Thoulde be in the Church , | to keepe 


men in awe trom offending , andto 
bring oftenders to repentaunce, to 
woyde the infeRion of ſinne , within 
the Church , and the reproche that 
groweth by negle&ing the punnilh- 
ment of ſinne, among them that are 
withour the Church : We thinke it 
needleſſe toſtande long in proouing, 
the matrer of ir ſelfe js {o apparaunt, 
and hath ſuch plentifull reſtimontes 
in the ſcripture. And eſpecially ler the 
reaſons of Saint Paule. 1.Cor.5.and 2. 
Cor. 2.where he purpoſcly intreateth 
of eccleſialticall Diſcipline, be weigh- 


cd. eA little leanen ſowreth 4 whole _ 
lf 
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of dave. For inteion yee are puſſed vp 
where yee ſhoidld be ſad and aſh.uacd . For 
1onominic :; We deliner hun to Sathan,to 
the deitruttion of bus fleſhe, that bus ſpurite 
way be ſa:ted m the day of the Lords : For 
repentance, publique reprehention of 
manye,which bccing Godly refuſe ro 
eat with fuch one, 1s prontable borh 
ro driue him ſcite ro repentaunce,and 
ro keepe other in order tor teare of 
like puniſhment. Where thus Diſct- 
pline 15 not, no maruc!l if all wicked- 
nefſe ouerflowe, ro the diſhonour of 
God,and of his Goſpel,co rhe deltru- 
aton of many & corrupting of more, 
rothe griete of rhe Godly, offence of 
- WF the weake , incouragement of the 
© WF wicked, and retoycing of rhe aguer- 
WF (ary. | 
f Ler vs therefore proccede,in ferting 
, WM foorth the authoritic of the Paſtour 
\ WW with the Eld ors, which 1s; tirtt ro pu- 
- nithe offencovrs, and bring them to 
repentance:or clic zo cu: them cleanc 
| W frothechurch, as rotten and infected 
WU members . But heere we have to en- 
quire, tor what offences the Church 
may 
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may proceede to ſo (harpe & puniſh 
ment . For God forbidde/that the 
ſx oorde of commnicaie A 
be drawne out to cut off the meni- 
bers of our bodie,for cucry ſmall di. 
ſeaſe that is in them, but onely when 
the diſcaie is dexdlye, and the mem- 
ber rotted rhereby. For, we vught as 
hardly to be brought to excommu.- 
nicate anye of our brethren : as we 
woulde haue alegge or an arme,cut 
off trom our body. Therfore the po- 
piſh tyrannie is deteſtable , which 
thundereth out their pretended ex- 
communication for euery trifle : yea 
ſuche as are no ſinnes; as non pay- 
ment of a little mony,where it is not 
deteyned of trande : non apparance, 
where men otherwyſe haue necel- 
ſary impediments, as though it were 
bur a ſmal matter,to put men out of 
the prote&ion of Chriſt,and to deli- 
ner them vnto the tyrannic of $a- 
than:to depriue them of cternall (al- 
nation,and to caſt them into cuerla- 
ſing damnation, Leaſt therefore we 


ſhould vſe ſuch vnreaſonable rigous 
( 
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the ſpirite of God teacheth vs, what 
maner of ſinnes deſerue excommu- 
nication.1. Cor.5.11. If ary thats 
called a brother, be an whooremongoer, or a 
y couetons perſon,or an idolater or nid 
1 rer,or 4 drunchard,or an extorcioner, with 
- WH (1b 4 one ſee that yee eat not, Theſe of- 
s WW tences theretore and ſuch like,are to 
- W be punniihed by excommunication. 
e WW Allo an obſtinate Heretique, that wil 
t MW norrepent by admonition,is worthy 
- W ofthis puniſhment. Tir. 3.10.2.Tim, 
2,16, 1,Tim.1,20. 2.lo0h.10.& 11. 
And not onely theſe great and noto- 
nous ſinnes, deſerue this correction, 
bur allo leſſer crimes, increaſed with 
contumacie and contempt of the 
Churches admornition, become wor- 
thie of the ſame caſtigacion . There- 
fore ſayth our ſaniour Chriſt of pri- 


thy brother firne againſt thee , goe andre- 
pre him berweene him and thee aloe: 
if he heare thee thou haſt won thy brother: 
but "ig he heare thee not, take with thee one 
or two , that in the month of two or three 


wineſſes,enerye worde mzy ſt:nde : if be 
; dſobey 
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vate offences, Math, 18.15.16.&c.If pats... 


1.Cor.5.1, 


Tir.3.16, 

2.Tim.z, 16, 
1.Timr, 20, 
2.loh.io.& 


16.&c. 


s.Theſ, 3.6. 
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arſobey them , then tell the Church, if 
drſobey the Church, then let bm be to thet 
as an ; rt en Or Publicene. The Apolile 
Saint Paule likewiſe. 2.Thet. 3.6.&c 
concerning thole that were idle, and 
walked diiurderlye,will have ail gen- 
tle meares viced to bring them to ia- 
bour and good order, bur 1t they 
woulde not be refourmed for anye 
a:lmonition, he commaundeth them 
to be (eperated by excommunicati 
on . But it may be obiected that hi- 
therto appeareth nor ſo preat vic of 
this Conlittorye, why it thoulde bee 
thought neceflary e tor excommunt- 
cation : Neyther doth Saint Parle 
make mention of it in all places, 
where he ſpeaketh of excommunics- 
ton. We aunſwere,tnat although tie 
ſimple inſtizurion of Chriſt, and ap- 
probation of the holy Ghoſt, ſoulde 
ſuffice vs to rhinke it neceſlarye: yet 
there are many neceſſary vſes thereof 
to be alleadged. For wheras our $2- 
viour Chriſt commandeth in priuzt 
offences , the matte r to be brought 


before the COngregation,except you 
ynder- 


t 
le 
of 
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mnderſtande thereby,the congregati” 
on or aſſemblye of Elders: there (hall 
tollow horrible confuſion and diſor- 
der thereby.For, admit a man might 
accule his brother vnto the whole 
mu!titude, yet how ſhould the whole 
multitude admonith him,and exhorr 
him to repentance ? Againe,of thefe 
notorious -oftences that are worthye 
of excommunication , ſome are 0- 
penly knowen,fo that they neede no 
tryall, as the adultery of that Corin- 
thian. 1. Cor.5. ſome arc in contro- 
uerſie and areto be examined, con- 
cerning which,Saint Paule warneth 
Timothie, that he admit not ary ac- 
cuſation againſt an Elder, but vnGcer 
two or three witneſſes : and char- 
geth him before G O D,and before 
the Lorde Teſns Chriſte , and his c- 
et Auncelles, that he doe nothing 
thorow raſhe , or over haſtie tudge- 
ment : and that hee doe a!l thinges 
without partialitic or affe&ion vn- 
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1.Cor.4, 


to parties, 1.Timothi2 5. Cap.19- , Tim.s.u9 
and twentie one verſe. We cc heere gu. 


manyfeſtly a neceſſarye vſe of the 
Elder- 
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Elderſhip.For howe is it posſible for 
the whole Churche, to examine and 
diſcuſle ſuch difficult controurrſies? 
Theretore it bchooucth the Church, 
to haue ſuch] ordinary Delegates, as 
may and nn > ro applye their dill. 
gence, vuro iych matters. Morecuer, 
to ouerlice the Church tor matters 
pertaining to order and Diſcipline: 
How can the multitude oucrſce the- 
ſclues;or the Paſtours onelyc, which 
haue a principall care of DoErine,to 
atted ypon? And to the ſecbd part of 
the obie&ion,that S.Pavl doth make 
mention of the Elderihip or Conkil- 
tory of Elders in all places,where he 
ſpeaketh of Excommunication: wee 
aunſwere,that it 1s not necc:lary hee 
ſhould ſo do.For,wheras our ſauiour 
Chriſt hath preſcribed a form there- 
of,that hee which obeyeth not the 
Congregation ſhould be excommu- 
nicated;and that in other places, hee 
maketh ſufficient mention, both of 
the Elders and of the aſſemblic, wee 
oughte to vnderſtande,that his pur- 


poſe is,to obſcrue that formeto the 
| vLtct- 
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ntermoſt. And although he doe not 
always make expreſle mecion therof, 
yer muſt we not 1nagine,that he mer 
to alter or chaunge the ſame. In the 
firſt ro the Corinthians the fitt verſe, 
It is manifeſt, that albeit hee deſi- 
red nothing more, then that the in- 
ceituous Adulterer ſhould bee ex- 
communicated, and therefore de+ 
termined of him tor his owne 

as abſent in body, bur preſent in ſpi- 
rite:yet hee acknowledgeth that hee 
could not be excommunicated, with- 
out the conſent of the Congregati- 
on, being gathered together in the 

* MW nance of our Lorde Iefus Chriſte. 1, 
I Cor. 5.4. Likewiſe when he ſhoulde , ou 
be receiued againe, he was to be par- _ 
doned, not onelic by him , but by 

them alſo. 2. Cor. 1.10. And there- , c,,, 
fore,if ſo high an Apoſtle, could not 
by his priuate authority excommu- 
nicate that Corinthian: we muſt not 
thinke, that by his priuate authority 
but by conſent of the Churche of E- 
pheſiu,he excommunicated Himmine- 


w & vAlexender , although be do not 
_H make 


1. Tim.1.3% 
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make expreſſe menti6 of the conſent 
of the church in that place. 1.711m.z, 
20,S0 likewiſc where he {peaketh to 
7imothie 1n the fingular naber, con. 
ccrning the hearing & deterny 
of matters pertaining to'D1{cipline, 
ve ouglit to acknowlege,that he tez- 
cheth in T'emorhic his perſon, the duty 
of elders,& never ment to giue / ime- 
thy an abſolute or ſingular authority, 
to be 1udge in theſe matters,without 
conſent of the Elderſhip, whereof he 
maketh mention bur a little before. 
Toconc!udetherfore,the Paſtor with 
2duiſc & conſent of the Elders, hath 
authoritie to heare & examine mat- 
ters, pertaining to Ecclefiaſticall Dil- 
ctpline,and as the cauſe requireth to 
excommunicate offenders,and vpon 
their repentance and amendment,to 
recciue them againe into the boſom 
of the church,approued by the word 
of God. Inlteede of which,Antichril 
hath ſet vp a tyrannicall juriſdiction 
of one Biſhop to be tudpe of excom- 
munication, which is praRized ney- 
ther for cauſes ſufficient, nor by - uf- 
(1- 
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ficient authoritie, in ſo much as it 
hath beene alrcadye tetuhed by the 
{cripture, that the power of excom- 
munication,i $ in no One man,nonort 
i1 an Apolile, bur ts commen to the 
whole church,& ought to be cxecu- 
ted by lawful delegars of the church 
lo. bur ſo much that vſurpedautho- 
ritie preſumeth,thar the biſhop as an 
abſolute owner therof,commuteth it 
ouer to his chancelor or Archdeaco, 
the-Archdeacon to his Othcial, & he 
to-his regiſter, & he again to his ſub- 
ttiture, and his ſubſtiture ro his ſer- 
vants man or boy as it happeneth:in 
ſomuch thata learncd preacher,may 
be excommunicated by a foliſh boy. 
It this matter ſeeme not to requyre 
ſpeedy reformati6,god hath blinded 
oureics that we can not (ce the clere 
light of the ſun ſhining in our faces. 
for it we loke to baniſh the ryrannye 
ot the Pope our of all mens harts,we 
mult vtterly remove al his deteſtable 
enormities out of the Realme, as it 
was wont to be ſayd in the common 


prayers of the __ inthe time of 
K, 
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K.Henry and Edward,whereas nov 
by reteining ſtil, all the deteſtable e. 
normities ot his prerogatiue and fa- 
culties,& whole courſe of his Canon 
law,the papacic is not ſo much bani- 
ſhed in name, as tranſlated in deede 
from the Seca of Rome\,to the Seca of 
Caunterbury , vnder the ſhadowe of 
the Princes ſupremacie, with as hey- 
nous inturie and contumely,of the 
lawful authoritic & godly ſuprema- 
cie of the Prince, as ioyned with the 

reat diſhonour of God,and the mi- 

crable diſorder of the Church. But 
we meane not in this place to proſe- 
cute our iuſt complaintes, nor to in- 
ueigh againſte the abuſe of theſe 
thinges, with ſuch vehemencie of 
wordes as the worthines of the mat- 
ters deſerueth : bur onelye in ſetting 
foorth the plaine trueth, to giuea 
glimpſt by the waye of the contrarye 
falſhoode. 

We muſt therefore returne to the 
authoritie of the Paſtour , which he 
hath ioyned with the Elders of the 
Church,whereof he is paſtour. The 

Church 
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Church hath alwayes had care 
for prouiſton of the poore, by which 
compaſsion ſhewed, that they 
were liuely members of the body of 
Chriſt,and auoyded great reproch of 
them that were without, For what 
ſhame is it, for them that profeſle to 
be all ſonnes of one father, and ther- 
fore all brethren : yea that be mem- 
, WW bers all of one body, to ſuffer their 
8 brethren & fellow members,to lacke 
, WI neceſſaries to ſuſtayne their tempo- 
, WJ rallife: as though they that commu- 
, WW nicate in all ſpiritual graces and bleſ- 
ſinges,were not worthye to take part 
of theſe worldlye benefites ,at leaſt- 
wyſe ſo farre forth as to ſupply their 
neceſsities? Therefore our Sauiour 
Chriſte, alwayes commendeth bro- 
therly loue among his Diſciples, to 
teach vs how ready we ought to be, 
to diſtribute ynto the neceſsities of 
our brethren , which isa true teſtt- 
monie of our loue declared by his 
owne example . For, although hee 
were ſo poore, that he liuedof the 
Uneſle and liberalitic of other men: 
3 yer 
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yet of that which was more then 
jerued his owne neceſsitie ,he vſedto 
beſtowe vppon the poore : as lohn, 
13. 29. to reache them whorme hee 
hath bleſſed with Temporall riches, 
which hce retuſed, to enrich vs with 
heaueniye treaſures , that they of 


"their ſuperfiuitie, woulde be con- 


tent ro gue to the reliefe of their 
poore bretheren , which he did not 
negle&tin his extreame pouenty : Io 
teach allo them that haue but mean 
ſubltaunce , rhar they ought notto 
bee excuſed , but fomewhat to con- 
tribute vnto the neceſſitic of ther 
poore bretheren , when he that had 
nothirgatall burthat which was 2i- 
ren, cuen of that beſtowed part. 

Therefore the Apoſtles in the primi- 
tit. Church , thought itto be expe- 
cient, forthe berrer prouiding fot 
the poore,thar certaine men ſhoulde 
be appoynted of approoued Godli- 
reſſe and diligence, which ſhoulde 
take the ſpeciall charge of the diſtr- 
burton vnto the poore. AR, 6. Theſe 
men were called Deacons or mini- 
Rely. lters, 
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and becauſe the occaſion of the or- 
dinaunce continueth alwayes(as our 
Sauiour Chriſt hath ſayde)we (ſhould 
alwayes haue the poore amongeſt 


woulde exerciſe our charitic.The of- 
ir MW fice of Deacons alſo is perperuall, 
t W Therefore the Apoſtle Saint Paule, 
o W preſcribeth what kinde of men are 
: MW meecte for thar office . 1.Timothie. 
»W 3.3. Andineuery well conſticuted 
Church, they were ordayned accor- 


Ef dingly : as Phillip. 1.1 . Alſo after p1q, 


| MW the ordeyning of the ſenen Dea- 
cons, this office was deuided into 
divers partes, as neceſsitic ſhewed 
diners occaſions . For ſome were 
appoynred for the collefion and 
Ariburion of al neſle : as Romans 
12-8.and ſome for attending vppon 
the ſicke and impotent among the 


poore,as in the ſame place . Let him Rom.12.8, 


that diftributerh , doe it with ſamplicitie, 
and let him that ſheweth mercie, doe it 


with cheerefulne(e. 
4 Which 


kers , becauſe they did miniſter and 
ſcrue the poore in their neceſvities, 


vs, Tohn. 12,8. vhereby GOD x4 .5 
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1.Cor.12.a8, Which kinde of Deacons. 1.Cor. 12, 


28, are caiicd helpers : and for the 

ſeruice of rius office, were appointed 

diuers olde poore widowcs , whoas 

they were matnteined by the church: 

ſo they (erucd the chucch, attending 

yppon the oriier poore, who becing 

ſicce and impotent, had ncede not 

onely of things neceſlary, bur alſo of 

ſeruice and attending. 1.Timoth. 5,5. 

Theſe oftices being 1nſtirured by the 

ſpirit of God, for the neceſiary vic of 

the Church, which vſe {tll continu- 

eth,ought alſo to be reteined among 

vs. For we ſce, for want of theſe ofh- 

ces,what great inconueniences are 4- 

mong vs,concerning the poore.For, 

although ther be very good politike 

laws made for prouiſion of the pore: 

yet ſmal reliefe commeth thereby to 

the poorc indeed: at leaſt wiſe manic 
abuſe the relicte which they receiue, 
which commeth of this,thar there be 
not in cucry church or congregatio, 
ſuch Deacons as the holy ghoſt hath 
appointed,which ſhould take a ſpeci- 
all care, & employ a great —_—_— 
or 


for the prouilion of the 2 not 
only ſome,to gather an diſtribute, 
but alſo to ſee ir well unployed on 
the poore,and to imply the poore, 
that hue of the alme> ot the church, 
to the releefe of their tellow f 
which are more importer the they, as 
it was vicd inthe Primatiue Church, 
And aboue all thinges, to beware 
of them that walke diforderlye 

and labour not if they be able. 'Of 
which kinde of people, when there 
is ſo greate multitudes in this land, 
that they doe cuen ouerflowe the 
Countryes,and haue beene knowne 
to bee practizers of greate matters 
agaynſte the ſtate : Ir 1s maruayle, 
that neither by politique,nor by cc- 
clefiaſticail Lawe,they are broughte 
into order, and fette to laboure,or 
elſe (as Saynt Paule preſcriberh,) ſo 
that they ſhoulde not cate, vntill 
they bee willing to labour,2.Thel. 

10. 

; But now, to return to the Ele&t- 
on of Deacons.Concerning the form 


of chuſing of Deacons,we may reade 
at 
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at large. Aces. 6, that they were 
choſen, by conſcnte of the vvhole 
Churche, and hadde the approbari. 
on of the Apoſtles. And becauſe 
wee maye not thinke, there wasa- 
nye contuſion in that blefled com- 
panye, wee multe necdes conteſſe, 
that vyhich hath beene before de- 
clared, that there were cuen in that 
aſſemblic and firſte Churche at Hie- 
ruſalem , certayne elders appoyn- 
ted, which in the name and by the 
conſente of the reſt, had the diſpo- 
ſition of ſuche marrers, as appear- | 
eth by manie places of the Actes of | 
the Apoſtles, where the Elders are 
named with the Apoſtles: As Adtes 
15. 4. 12, &c, bur eſpeciallye 
concerning this matter of the di- 
ſtribution vnto the poore, we reade, 
that when the Church of Antiochia, 
was ſo wel diſpoſed as to make a col- 
lection to bee ſente ynto the poore 
Brethren that dwelr in Tury , they 
ſent vnto the Elders, by the handes 


AQrr.zo, of Barnabas and Saule. AQes.11. 


30, 
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, By vvhich it appearethe, that 
ad Elders had the diſpoſition and 
appoynting of ſuchs as ſhoulde de- 


{tribure 1t vnto the Congregation, 


which were the Deacons, For ir 
is agreeable to reaſon, that hee that 
ſhould doe any ſervice in the natric 
of all,ſhould be choſen and appro- 
ved by the conſent of all. : For the 
Regiment of the church,as it ought 
to bee furtheſt of trom all Tiran- 
nye: ſo ought it ro be as farre from 
Confuſion and diſorder. Tyranny is 
auoyded when no one man, (con- 
trarie to the ordinaunce of Chriſte) 
thall preſume to doe anye thing in 
the Church, without the aduiſc and 
conſent of others that bee Godlye 
and viſe, and authorized by the 
conſent of the Church. Confuſion is 
preuented by the grane counſayle, 
and orderlye aſſemblye of Elders, 
vnto vvhome the Churche hathe 
committed her aathority . 

By this it maye eaſily appeare, 
vvhat creat defaulte there is 1n our 
Church, where thoſe that are ſayde 
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 tobeordcined Deacons, neuer pur« 


poſe in their lite ro execute any part 
of a Deacons office, neither are cho. 
ſen for that end: but only that wits 
in a ſhorttime after , they may bee 
made Prieſtes or miniſters, nothing 


| inthe worlde differing from the ſus 


perſtition of Popery ; where the of 
tice of Deacon was conferred onely, 
as a ſtep ynto prieſthood, As though 
it were neceſlarye , that _ one 
which 1s ordayned an Elder,(houlde 
firſt be a Deacon,and yet when heis 
made a Deacon, kee is but an Idoll, 
yea ſcarſc an Idoll of a Deacon, ha- 
uing no reſemblaunce at all vutoa 
Deacon indeed,but that he is a man. 
This prophaning of Gods inſtituti- 
on, God will not alwayes ſuffer vn- 
puniſhed , eſpecially when it is not 
maintained of ignoraunce or infir- 
mity, but defended againſt know- 
ledge,and vpon wilfulneſſe. There- 
fore,the Colle&ors are more like to 
deacons a great deal,then thoſe that 
the Bylhops make Deacons. For,firlt 
they hauc after a ſort ele&ion of the 

- Church, 
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Church,whereas the other hane,bur 

the wa pr eanugs of one man. And 

ſecondly they gather and diſtribute 

the coramon almes vnto the poore, 

which the other neuer think of. Bur 

yet we may not allow them for law- 

full Deacons indeede , becaule they 

are not alwayes endued with ſuche 
qualities, as:the Apoſtle requireth, 
1.Tim.2, For they ought to bee men |. 
of good eſtimation in the Churche, 

full of the holy Ghoſt, and of wiſe- 

dome, that ſhould be choſen, A&s.6, 

For,as 1t is an office of good credir, 

ſo ought the perſon to bee of good 
repuration. Therefore ſaith $, Paule, 

that Thoſe Deacons that Minifter well, . 
doe get them ſeluer a goed degree , and ,Tim.3.14, ; | 
great {berry inthe PA hich u in Chriſt q 
lefus. Infomuch that S.Paule him ſelf. it 
doth ſalute in ſpeciall wordes the 6. | 
Deacons, next to the Byſhops or 0# _ | 
uerſeers in the Churche of Philipi. Phillip... 6; | 
Wee reade alſo, what worthye men "i 
were choſen to be the firſt Deacong 
as Stephen the firſt Martyr, and Pht- 
lip,which afterwarde was an Euare 
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gcliſt, when the Churche was dif. 

rſed thoroughe the periecutiun 
rayſcd aboure Stephen, So that ec. 
uery ignoraunte conteinprible per- 
ſonne, is not tu bee allowcd vnto 
this office : bur as Godly, wiſc,and 
vyorſhiptull , as maye : conuenicnt- 
lye bee founde 1n the Congregati- 
on, maye not thinke them ſclues 
too good to miniſter ynto Chriſte, 
in his members, and in the name 
of the Churche. The Ele&tion alſo 
of oure Colletours, is too Pro- 
phanc for fo holye an Office. Wee 
maye reade in the Hiſtorye of the 
Aces : Ates, 6. with vyhat graui- 
tyc, reverence, and religiouſneſſe, 
the Apoſtles ordzyned Deacons, 
vvith Praycr and Impoſitioa of 
handes, For theſe and ſuche like 
cauſes , althoughe the ordinaryec 
Colle&ors hauc ſome reſemblance, 
with the Deaconſhip of the church: 
yer wee cannot in all poyntes. al- 
lowe them for Deacons : whoſe of- + 
hce truely confiſteth onelye in mi- 
nuſtration ynto the poore , as Yor 
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haue ſhewed, in that they bee Dea» 
cons, Wee hauc declatcd before, 
that there is a double authority of 
the Pa.tour, the one ioyncd yvith 
the Elders of the Churche, vyhere- 
of hee 1s Paſtour : the other vvith 
the Synode or holy aſſcmbly, where- 

of kc 15 a member, | 
Of the former wee hane intrea- 
ted hitherto , Nowe it followeth , 
that wee {peake of the latter.There 
aryſcth oftentimes in the Church, 
diuerſe Controuerſyes, which can- 
not bee othervviſe expreſſed , per- 
tayning to the ſtate of thus vvhole 
Churche, then by a generall aſſcm- 
blye of all the Paſtoures of that 
Churche,vvhich is called a Synode 
or penerall Counſayle. Alſo there 
bee diuerſe caſes, vvhercin the ſe- 
uerall Churches, are driten to pray 
the ayde of the Synode, vvheTe 
matters can not bee determined a- 
mong them clues. For this cauſe, 
the Holye Ghoſte hathe ordayned 
theſe Holy afſembles,wirh promiſe, 
that they being gathered together 
in 


nr 


ſed the es and Elders, with the 
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in the name of Chriſte, he him ſelfe 
will bee among th: m. With the $y- 
node, the Paſtour hath authority to 
derermine,concerning regiment of 
the Church. Wherefore we haue to 
enquire, of what perſons a Synoce 
doth conliſt : For which intent wee 
finde in the hiſtory of AR.15.6. that 
when a cont.ouerſie aroſe concer- 
ning the Ceremonies of the Lawe, 
whether they were to bee vſed, by 
thoſe Chriſtians that were conuer- 
red of the Gentiles : The Apoſtles & 
Elders came together ro conſider of 
this matter,and that the people was 
not excluded, appearcth by the 12. 
verſe,the whol mulritude, being per- 
ſwaded by the argumenres alleaged 
by Peter, helde their peace, and qui- 
etly hearde Paule and Barnabas, de- 
clare what ſignes & wonders, God 
had wrought by them amongeſt the 
Gennes. And leaſt ye ſhould vnder- 
ſtand the multitude in that place.ſor 
the multitude of the Apoſt'cs,lt fol- 
loweth in the 22, verſe. Then it or 
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whole Church, to chuſe certaine men.che. 
By which ſcripture we learn, that the 
Synode confiſterh principally of Pa- 
ſtours, Elders, Teachers, and men of 
wiſdome,tudgement and grauitic,as 
it were of neceſſary regents. For,al- 
though the whole multitude came 
togeather, yet the Apoſtles and El- 
ders came togeather to enquire,and 
conſider of the matter in controucr- 
fie, the multirude heard, and for their 
better inſtruRion and modeſtye,ſub- 

mitred their conſent,vnto the deter- 

mination of the Apoſtles and Elders. 

All mens reaſons were hearde . For 

there was great diſputation, but the 

authoritie of Gods worde preuailed, 

good order was obſcrued . So,after 
the matter was throughly diſcuſſed, 
by the godly arguments, alledged by 
Peter and Barnabas,& Paul, the con- 
trouerſie was concluded by the ſen- 
tence of Iames,to whom that prero- 
gatiue was graunted, not of ſingular 
authoritie,but for orders ſake. And 
this place doth admonilhe vs, to in- 
treate ſomewhat of oy ar” 
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of one Elder or paſtor aboue the reſt 
We confeſſe that 1n cuery aflemblye 
or company , ſome one of neceſsitic 
muſt haue this prercgatiue, ro order 
and diſpoſe the ſame with reaſon, or 
els great confuſion 1s like to follow, 
But this preeminence 1s onely of or- 
dcr and :iot of authoritie,as to pro- 
pound matters to be decided, to ga- 
ther the reaſons and conſent of the 
re{t, and (o to conclude, 8&c.As we (ce 
in this place Tames did : of whom al- 
ſo we reade, that he had this preemi- 
nence.AR.21.18,&c. And we maye 
gather the ſame . Gal. 2.9.12. Not 
that Iames had greater authority in 
his Apoſtleſhip, then Peter or Paule, 
or lohn , or anye other of the Apo- 
ſtles: But becauſe he was choſen of 
the reſt to haue prerogative of order, 
which ſome one muſt haue in everye 
aſſembly, and ſuch was the preroga- 
tive at the firſt, which was graunted 
ſometime ro the biſhop of Rome, & 
ſometime to ſome other biſhops,to 
be preſident or prolocutor in the ge- 


nerall counſcls, being choſen mn 
or 
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for the time by conſent of the reſt,as 
the prolocutor is choſen in ouc con- 
uocatios, that are called with parlia- 
ments. Therfore,as it were an abſurd 
thing for our prolocutor in our con- 
uocation, to take vppon him to be a 
controller of the whole {ynode,& ro 
challenge thar office ro him and to 
his heires for cuer:ſo vnreaſonable is 
the authority that the Pope claimeth 
ouer generall counſels, One thertore 
1sto be choſen by conſent, to be as ir 
were the prolocutor or moderatorof 
order, but not of authoritic in enery 
alembly, whoſe prerogatiue mult ſo 
be tempered,thar in al thinges tiran- 
nie be auoyded. Which we (ce by ex- 
perience caſely creperh) in vpo proud 
natures, to whome if you graunt an 
inch,they wil be ready to take an ell, 
according to the Prouerbe.But let vs 
return to the authority of the ſinude 
which coſilteth in deciding & deter- 
mining ſuch maters as canot other- 
wiſe in perticular churches be coclu- 
ded, either becauſe they cocerne the 


comd ſtate of al chur:hes,or becauic 
2 they 
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they lacke ſufficient authoritie in 
ſome one church. Firſt therefore the 
lawfull Synode hath to conlider,if a- 
nie controuerſie of doarine do arile, 
that it be determined by the word of 
God:for in the controuerſic of bin- 
ding the Genrlles,to the obſeruati- 
ons of the ceremoniall lawe, wasa 
matter of taith and doarine. 
Secondly, it hath to determine of 
the vſc of the ceremonies, not of will 
without reaſon or grounde of (crip- 
ture, but ypon neceſlary cauſes of a- 
uoiding offence and fimilitude of ſu- 
perſtirion, of bearing with the weak, 
of order and comelineſſe and edifica- 
tion. So did the Synode of the Apo- 
ſtles and Elders,command for a time 
abſtinencie from mearte offered to [- 
dols, otherwiſe lawfull in it ſelfe, tor 
oftences ſake,and for auoyding of all 
pollution of [dolatrie. AR.6.20. 29. 
and forbearing the weakneſle of the 
Tewes in abſtinencie, from cating of 


- - bloud & of ſtrangled,which was for- 


bidden by God before Moſes time, 
toteach that Childiſhe age of Gods 


people 
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people to abſtaine from cruelty, as in 


Gen. 9.4. Such ceremoniall conſtitu- Geneſs.4. 


tions are but temporall, and ſolong 
are to be reteined,as the cauſe conti- 
nueth,for which they were made. So 
that if weaknes ceaſe,or be turned to 
obſtinacie , they are no longer to be 
reteined, Alſo for order and comeli- 
neſſe,and beſt edification,the Synode 
hath to determine, what ſhall be ob- 
ſcrued in particular charges:as of the 
time, place, and forme of preaching 
and praying, and adminiſtiing of the 
facraments. For,who ſhoulde be able 
to know what order, comelines and 
editication requireth according to 
Gods worde, but they that be Tea- 
chers and preachers of the ſame vnro 
al others? For it is abſurde,that they 
ſhoulde bee taught by ſuch in theſe 
ſmall rhinges, as ought to learne the 
truth of them in all matters.This au- 
thoritie therefore cannot be graun- 
ted vnto any Ciuill Chriſtian Magt 
ſtrate, that without conſent of the 


| learned Paſtours and Elders : yea a- 


gainſt their conſent ( of whom, asin 
3 ſome 
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ſome reſpe& hee is a fecling mem- 
ber)he maye lawtully make ccremo. 
iall Coniitrutions , whereby the 
Church multe be goucrned in meere 
Ecclialucall matrers , 

It 1s cute of all controuerſje, 
that betore there vvere anye Chri. 
ſtian Magiſtrates ( for wee will, not 
ſpeake oft SERGIVS PAVLYS 
proconſull of Cyprus, becauſe hee 
was but a Lieverenaunt of the Ro- 
mane Emperour)this authoritie was 
proper vnto the Synode. 

Which authoriye vvee knorve 
to bce graunted” to the Church by 
ourc Sautoure CHRISTE: pre- 
aized by his Apoſlles : continu- 
ed by thcir ſuccefiours three hun- 
dred yeares, before there was anye 
Chriſtian Emperours, (tor wee re- 
celue not Phillip tor a Chriſtian 
Emperour )and long time after there 
were Chrittzan Emperours , cuen as 
long as anve puritie continued 1n 
religion, vorill both Emperours and 
Synodes were thruſt our of all Jaw- 
full authoritie, which they ug to 
| ue 


#f. Ecclefiaſticall Gonernment, I19 
haue in the Church, by the nie 
ot Antichriſt, bop 
Bur wee finde notin the Scrip- 
ture , this authoritye graunted by 
Chrilte to Ciuill Magiſtrates, which 
in his, and his Apotiles tyme were 
not, nor anye promiſe that when 
they were, the Synode ſhoulde re- 
ſigne it vnto them. Therefore it 
remayneth, that it bee ſhewed by 
them, that defende that this abſo- 
lute authoritie 15 in the Ciuill Ma- 
giltrate, by what ſpirite or reuela- 
tion , or Scripture ( it there be anye 
that wee know not): For, we woulde # 
bee gladde to learne howe this au- 
thoritie was tranſlated from the 
Church, ( in which it was once Jaw- Wl | 
fullye veſted ) vnto the Ciuill Chrt- "| 
ſtian Magiltrate. 
Therefore, vntill this maye bee # 
ſhewed , by ſufficient warraunt of | 
G O DS holye worde , vve hoide 
that the Synode of euerye Prouince, f 
hath authority to decree concerning | 
ceremoniall orders of the Church: 
4 whet- 
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Whereof ſome may be generall to al 
congregations , ſome particular to 
certaine Churches. For,as it were ro 
be wiſhed thart all places might bee 
brought to one perteion : So itis 
not alwayes neceſlarye, that they be 
like in all thinges. The wiſedome of 
the Synode therefore ought to haue 
ſach regard of all churches,that they 
haue ſpeciall reſpe& to euerye one. 
Wherin we of long time in England 
haue beene caried away, with an vn- 
true principle, that vniformitie muſt 
be in all places, and thinges a like, as 
though we would feede old men and 
ſucking infants all with one kind of 
meat: or as though we would cloath 
all ages ina robe of oneaſsize : and 
that which is more abſurde, compell 
men of ripe age to ſucke the dugee, 
to weare their biggins, and to carrye 
Rattles and other Childiſh bables. 
Our lande 1s not yet wholly conuer- 
red to Chriſte ( ſo great hath beene 
our negligence hitherto ) therefore 
there can not bee ſuche an vnifor- 
mitye of orders in all places br 


Ecclefiafticall Government, 
ſhall be profitable for all . There. 


fore it were meere, that the Oucr.. 
ſeers and Elders ot the Churche, 
ſhoulde come together to conſider 
of this matter, what orders were 
molte meete for diuerſe places, to 
bring the to the obediece of Chriſt: 
what for the furtheraunce of them 
_— newly come, and whart for 
the vontinuance and increaſe, of the 
that ate very well come on. 

The ſame dodrine,' although not 
the ſame parts of Do&rine,is to bee 
eu:ry where: but ceremonies, cuen 
a5 they be ceremonies, do admit va- 
riety:as time, perſons, and occaſions 
ſcrue to be diuerſe. Yea Chriſtian lt- 
berty,in them ſomtimes, is neceſſary 
to be teſtified, becauſe there are ma- 
ny ſo ſimple, that they know not the 
difference bertweene thoſe thinges, 
that are neceſlarye in the Churche, 
and thoſe that are not of neceſs1- 
tye. There be that thinke a Croſſe 
or Font(as they call it)is as neceſlary 
in baptiſme,as water: and that knee- 
ling at the Communion is more ne- 
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ceſſary then preaching of the Lordey 
ceath : that a Surpluſſe in common 
prayer, is more neceſſary , then a de- 
uoute minde : and greate occalt- 
ons offered to the ignoraunt ſoto 
thinke, vvhen they ſce them that 
preache moſte diligently,pray moſ 
tcruentlye, and miniſter the Sacra- 
mentes moſte reuerently, according 
to Chriites inſticution, to be diſpla- 
ccd ot all miniſtery, for a Crofle or 
a Fonte,or a Surpluſſe, or ſome ſuch 
other trifle, The Synode therefore, 
oughte to bee carefull in orday- 
ning of Ceremonyes, not onelyc 
that they bee pure and agreeable to 
the worde of God : bur alſo that 
they bee expediente for the time 
and perſonnes, for whoſe vſe they 
arc ordayned : And as wiltull con- 
temners of good orders eſtabliſhed 
by publique authoritye , are wor- 
thy to bee correRed, fo intangling 
of mens conſciences, or tyrannicall 
coaction in theſe indifferente mat- 
ters, muſt alwayes bee auoyded, 
The Synode hathe further authori- 


tyc 
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tye concerninge Diſcipline, to re 
tourme and redrefle by Ecclelialtt- 
call Cenſure all ſuche defaultes and 
controuerſies, as cannot bee deter- 
mined in the. particuler Churches; 
as for example : It the Paſtour him- 
ſelte, haue neede to bce ſeuerelye 
panitlhed , vvhere there 15 but one 
Paltour in a Churche : or it Elders, 
vvhiche ſhoulde bee refourmers of 
others, haue notoriouſl;e miſgo- 
uerned them {elues ; or it they haue 
beene ledde by attc&ion , ro con- 
demne an Innocente, or to iuinifye 
the vngodlye : in theſe and ſuche 


"like cafes, all Contention is to bee 


concluded , by the authority of the 
Synode. | Some example vvee hane 
thereof. As. 15, where thoſe con- 
tentious Schiſmatiques, that with- 
ſRoode Paule and Barnabas at An- 
tiochia, were conttrained to yeelde 
by 2uthoritye of the Councell, and 
Paul and Barnabas reſtored to their 
credite. 


For which cauſes, Synodes ought ofs 
tens 
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tentimes to bee aſſembled, though 
not general of the whole realme, but 
particular of cuery prouince or ſhire, 
as it may be moſt conueniently,that 
ſuchthingesas are to be refourmed, 
may bee redreſſed with ſpeede. 

La(t of all,foraſmuch as the eleRion 
of Paſtors,is a great & waighty mat- 
ter,which ought not to bee permit- 
red to the 1udgement of anye one 
man, bur pertaineth to the Church, 
whereunto they ſhoulde be choſen, 
both for better aduiſe in chuſfing of 
a meete man, and for authority in 
cauſing him to accept their eleRion: 
it is conuenient that it bee done by 
i:dgement of the particular Sinode. 
That no one man hath authority to 
ordaine Paſtors,and to impoſe them 
ouer churches, hath bene before de- 
clared, by example of the Apoſtles 
Paule and Barnabas, who although 
they were Apoſtles, yet would they 
not challenge that prerogatiue vn- 
to themſclues, but by common cle- 
&on,they ordained Elders in _ 
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receiued his charge,although it were 
through prophecy,by impoſition of 
handes of the Elderſhip. 1.Timoth. 
4.14.Theretore as it hath bene cui- 
dently declared before,the aſſembly 
of Elders, conſiſting of graue, wiſe, 
and Godly men, ought to enquire, 
when the Paſtors place is yoyd,wher 
they may finde a man meete to ſup- 
pie his roome, and therein to deſire 
aide of the Synode.The man by ſuch 
Godly aduiſe ſochoſen,ought to be 
preſented to the Congregation,afid 
of them to be allowed and receiued, 
if no mancan ſhew anye reaſonable 
cauſe ro the contrarie. This is the 
right ele&ion and ordaining of Pa- 
ſtors,grounded vppon the worde of 
God,and praiſed by the primatiue 
Church, two hundred yeeres after 
Chriſt, vntil the miſtery of iniquity, 
grew to work more openly to the 
(ctting vp of the tyrannicall king- 
dome of Antichriſt. By this we may 


plainly ſee, that our preſentation of 


patrons is both prophane and pre- 
wdicial: our giuing of orders y 6. 
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ſhoppes is preſumptuous, and full 
of abſurdities. Firlte, becauſe th 
take yppon them to do chat, which 
none ot the Apoltles durſi doe:that 
is, without clection 'of Churches, ro 
ordayne Elders.Secondly , that they 
give an Office yvithout a charge, 
to make a Paitour, and ſenide him 
toſeeke a Flocke, where hee canne 
finde it: which is as vnreaſonable a 
thing, as if one were choſen to bee 
a Church-warden, and had neuer a 
Churche to keepe:or made a Con- 
ſtable, that had neuer a Towne or 
_ appoynted,whereot he ſhould 
Conſtable. For the name ofa 
Paſtour, Elder, or Ouerſeer , is the 
name of an office in Act and eſſe, be- 
cauſeitisa proper Relariue, and not 
a Potentiall abilitye in rhe Cloudes, 
If Byſhoppes as they bee nowe, 
were conſecrated after the ſame ma- 
ner to ſceke theire Byſhoprickes, 
vvhere they coulde finde them, it 
were no greater abſurdity, then iris 
ro ordayne Paſtoures, and let them 


proll where they can for their be- 
nefices. 
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nefices. Thirdlye, by this wandri 
- may alſo ſay vagabounde) mini- 

ry,ſhifring from place to place,and 
in all places to bee counted a Mini- 
ſter where he hath no charge,it wold 
grieue a man tothinke, what incon- 
ueniences doth follow,but principal- 
ly,how filthily ir ſtinketh of the olde 
Popiſh indelible charaeer, tro whece 
it hath his ground, and neither of a- 
ny reaſon, or of the worde of God. 
And yet forſooth it is ſo perfe&, that 
it may abide no reformatio.Fourth- 
ly,if you will ſee how well the autho- 
riry which they claime and praftize, 
is vſed of them, that onelye haue the 
choyſe and admisfion of Miniſters: 
Looke ouer the vvhole Realme of 
Englande, What a muititude of vn- 
fire Paſtours ſhall you finde in euery 
place ? So that Teroboam neuer 
made worſe Pricſtes of the refuſe 
of the people,to ſerue his Golden 
Calues, then they haue ordayned 
Miniſters to feede the Flocke of 
Chriſt*, which hee hatke purchaſed 
with his owne bloude., 
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This complaint we confeſſe is gree- 
uous,but the indignity of the mat- 
ter inforceth it. We know that vaine 
excuſes ſhall not be wanting , of ne- 
cesſiry,&c. Burtit neces(ity compel - 
led the to take ſuch ar the firlt ; what 
neceslity compelleth them, to ſuffer 
them to bee ſuch ſtill? For, it they 
woulde needes admit ignoraunt per- 
ſons to that charge: yer ſhould they 
haue enforced them to ſtudy,as wel 
as to other thinges,they hauec infor- 
ced them vnto, that in time they 
might haue growne to be meete for 
their calling. Which if they had done 
in 10.12.07 13,yeeres ſpace, a great 
many might haue proued excelletly 
well learned, and able to ſeruec in the 
Church with great fruit and profit: 


on of their time,might haue come to 
ſome mediocrity in knowledg,wher- 
as nowe as ignoraunt and as vnhit as 
they were the firſt day, ſo are they 
ſtill for the moſte parte, and will ſo 
continue to theire liues ende, if | 
they may be ſuffered in THO as 

c&y 


they haue beene hitherto. Thenit is 
a torment to thinke what ambitious 
ſuing, what enuious labouring, what 
vnſcemelic flattering,what prodigall 
bribing, is vſed to attayne to greate 
digninies in the Church, to farre vn- 
meete fot the modeſty and grauitye 
that thoulde be in Chriſtian preach- 
ers.And as forthe inferior benefices, 
from the fatteſt Parſonadge , tothe 
pooreſt Vicaradge almoſte, if it bee 
worth 40.pounds by the year, what 
Symoricall bargains of leaſes, Annu- 
ities, Reſeruations,exhibitions: yea, 
notwithſtanding the A& of Parlia- 
ment, Anno. 1 3. by Antedates and 
orher ſubtil conueyances,what chri- 
ſtian heart can think of them, with- 
out deteſtation of ſuch horrible a- 
buſes? Shall we ſpeak.here any thing 
of the popilh prieſthood, the greateſt 
blaſphemy that euer was: how lon 
was it allowed for alawfull miniſte- 
ry,vntill by the Godlye meaning of 
the ſayde Parliament , ſome brand- 
marke of ſhame , was ſet vppon 1t? 
But howe pitifullye that authority 
K Was 
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was abuſed, which was by the ſame 
ſtatute committed to the biſhops, in 
allowing of prieſts that came to doe 
their penance, by negligence of the 
biſhops, & bribery of rheir Ofticers: 
the country crieth out of it, and the 
ſtate of the church, 1s little amended 
by it.Old Sir Iohn Lacklatin,that had 
not (cen ſome of his benefices,a doſe 

care betore, was carried aboute on 

is Mare, and ſometimes on a Cart; 
Firſt to the biſhop whom he choſe,it 
he might for his purpoſe,ſuch one as 
had bene a prieſt of his owne order, 
and cared leaſte what miniſters ſerue 


in his Dioceſſe, and then from Shire F 
to Shire,one diſtant an hundred mile # 


from another, mumbling vp his Ar- 
ticles in his morowmaſle yoice, in c- 
uery Church where hee had liuing, 


and returned as very a beaſte as hee Þ 


came. 

But this and all other inconue- 
ntences before rehearſed, ſhoulde 
vtterlye bee aupyded, if wee mighte 
once eſtabliſh the lawfull ele&ion 
of Paſtours, according to the _ 
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of God. It were alſo greatly to bee 
wiſhed,that it might bee broughte 
to paſle, that in euery Congregati- 
on, there thoulde be two paſtors at 
the leaſt, both becauſe the charge is 
great, and alſo for ſupplying the lack 
of the one,it the other were ſicke or 
abſent vyppon necesſiry, or any ſuch 
like caſe. Which thing were both 
agreeable to the example of the A- 
poſtolike Churche , and alſo verye 
profitable for the Congregation. 
Wee dos not meane this in cueryec 
Pariſh, as they bee nowe diſtingui- 
ſhed, but in euery Congregation as 
they may be diſpoſed, both for belt 
editying and alſo for ſufficient lining 
tor the Paſtors. 

It will bee obie&ed,when we haue 
a'l thinges at our pleaſarc, concer- 
ning the Ele&ion of Paſtors,yet will 
there creepe in many abuſes. Wee 
anſwere,they ſhall not ſo ſoone, nor 
ſo eaſily, nor ſo many abuſes creepe 
in,as nowe at wide \Nindowes, yea, 
great port-gates doe throng 1n. 


But if as many or more abuſes (if 
2 more 
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more coulde bee) were crept in,yet 
were the caſc better then it is now: 
for we ſhoulde be ſure, that God ap- 
prooueth our order,though he con- 
demn the abuſes, becauſe 1tis groun 
ded vpon Gods worde,whereas now 
he abhorreth both. 

Bur of the authority that Paſtors 
haue as members of the Synode, we 
haue ſpoken hitherto ſufficiently, 
By which it is euidet,how all things 
haue beene corrupted in Poperye, 
which had at the firſt any good inſti- 
tution,which corruptions we alſo re 
raine at this day, withour deſiring of 
any refourmation.For, to begin firlt 
with our particuler Synodes, good 
lord what a mockery they are of law 
ful ſynodes, beeing holden for no 0- 
therende almoſte, but to gather vp 
fees, both ordinary & extraordinary, 
with dayly newe deuiſes to poll the 
poore Prieſtes of their mony,which 
they extorrt for ſeeing the Letters of 
orders, for Dynners and ſuche like 
matters, And yet anewe inuented 
pyllage,vyhereby they compell men 

ro 
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to buy Bookes of them tor 4. pence 
or 6. pence, which are to deare of a 
peny or two pence : and not onelye 
ſuche {mall Ware, but alſo greate 
bookes, beeing ſuch as euerie pariſh 
is appointed to buy,muſt be bought 
of them for two or three Shyllinges 
in a Booke dearer, then ir may bee 
bought in Paules Church-yarde:yea 
otherwhiles,though the Pariſh bee 
furniſhed of them alreadye, they 
are not authenricall, except they be 
boughte at Maſter Chauncellers and 
Otficiall,at Maſter Regeſters hands. 
4 As for refourmation of any thing 
4 in the Chaurche, there are indeede 
4 many preſentments,and men {worn 
1 to preſente matters , bur little or 
4 none amendmente at all doth fol- 
1 lowe. So that itis a common ſay- 
q ing in theCountric, when the pre- 
ſentment is once receyued, they ſhal 
neuer heare more of it. Soone after 
the Viſitation or Synode, the petit- 
bribing Sumner,rideth foorth laden 
with Excommunications, which hee 
ſcattereth abroad in the Country .2s 
3 thicke 
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thicke as Haileſhot,againſt this par- 
{on, and that Vicar:this Churchwar- 
den,and thar Side-man, whome hee 
himſclte when he came to ſummon 
him to the Synode , tor a Cheezc 
or a Gammon of Bacon , had vn- 
dertaken ro cxcuſc tor none appa- 
raunce, But when he 1s once Ex- 
communicated,there is no remedy, 
bur hee mult trudge to the Chaun- 
cclour or Ofhciall for abſolution , 
who after hee hath once abſolucd 
his Purſe of 2 tewe Groates , glueth 
hum his blesfing and ſendeth him a- 
way, And this is the image of our li- 
tle or particuler Synode. 

Qur generall Conuccations haue 
a, more ſheyve of good crder, but 
in cfic& litle betrer. For firſte , they 
are ſtuffed full oft Popiih and pro- 
phane Chauncelloures, and other 
Lawyers , which becing mecere laye 
men,and vnlearnced in Diumnitie, by 
their owne Lawe, ought ro be no 
members of the Synode : And yet 
theie will bearc the greateſt ſway in 
all thinges, The Byſhops, as though 


they 


—_— —___z Fc a” SY 


p 
o 
| 


they were greater then the Apoſtles, 

muſt haue their ſcuerall couuenticle, 

wheras the Apoſtles andelders came 

together with the whole multitude, 

Actes 15.Andas they are ſeuered in Ads rg; 

place, ſo will they bee higherin au- 

thoritie. So that whatſocuer is de- 

creed amongelt them, thatmuſt bee 

called the determynation of the 

whole Synode. So that no manne 

muſte bee ſuffered to 'ſpeake anye* 

thinge agaynſte it, bee it neuer ſo 

reaſonable , or agreeable to the 

vvorde of G OD : yea, vvhoſoe- 

uer_yvill not ſubſcribe to all ſuche {fk 

thinges , as they decree, muſte bee b | 
| 


excluded our of the Conuocation, i 
as vvas practized and threatencd in ' 
the Conuocation at the forelayde f 
Parliamente, ynto diuerſe Godlye || 
and learned _— _ _ | | \| 
to ſpeake agaynſte dyuerſe groſle | 
and onus n tens , that had c- 55 
ſcaped the Byſhoppes decrees . As FR 
for the diſtin&tion of Canonicall 4: 
and Apocriphall bookes, for expli- | 8 
cation of the clauſe in the article of ” 
4 pres 
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Predeſtination : where 1t 1s ſayde, 
that the ele& may fall from Grace, 
and ſuch like matters, It this bce 
not to practiſe Lordihippe ouer our 
faith: to ſet downe decrees of Rcli- 
gion, which muſt bee accepted of 
all men,withour eyther reaſon or tc- 
ſtimony of the Scripture to prooue 
them,and no man permitted to ſhew 
anye reaſon or Scripture,that infor- 
ceth his Conſcience to the contra- 
rye, but onely to hang vppon the 
authority of biſhops: Let ſome other 
declare what Paul meancth,2.Cor. 1, 
4. where he denicth, that he woulde 
excerciſe any Lord(hip,oucr the faith 
of the Corinthians. 

For, although their decrees were 
neuer ſo perte&, yer it were an ex- 
ample of tyrannicall Dominion, nei- 
ther to giue reaſons to ſatisfie the ig- 
noraunt them ſclues, nor to hear or 
cotute that which might be alleaged 
againſt them by others, but for a tew 


46 lordbiſhops in compariſon of all the 
| conuocation, to fit by them ſclues & 
order all thinges at their pleaſures, 

as 
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nor all of 


as though the Goſpell ſprang firſte 
from them, or had come ynto them 
only, it ſauoreth of nothing ſo much 
as of popith tyranny: Whereas other. 
wiſc ic1s well knowne they are not al 
of the beſt learned, nor all of longeſt 
ſtudy,nor all of ſoundeſt iudgement, 
teſt zeale, nor all of 
belt example, and therfore not mee- 
teſt to be the onely determiners in 
Eccleſiaſticall matters, to the preiu- 
dice of the whole ſynode. Wherefore 
iris greatly to be deſired, that our 
ſynodes alſo,which are ſo farre out 
of order, maye be retourmed accor- 
ding to the ſcripture, and the exam- 
ple of the primitiue Church, that all 
thinges may be done with ſuch mo- 
deſty,grauitic & iudgement, as they 


were by the Apoſtles and Elders.A&. Aaaesrs. 


15. And now that we haue ſet forth 
the whole Eccleſiaſticall miniſterye, 
according to the word of God, with 
all the duries & authoritie thar per- 
tayneth ynto it: the place requyreth, 
that we ſhould alſo intrear of the au- 
thoriry of the ciuilMagiſtrate in mat- 
rcrs 
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ters eccleſiaſtical. Of the title of th® 
princes ſupremacie, if it be truly yn- 
derſtood, we moue nocontronerhic; 
but that it doth properly apperteine 
to the ciuil magiltrat,to be the high- 
eſt gouernor of al perſons within his 
dominion,ſo that the ſoucraign Em- 
pyre of God be kept whol. But here- 
inreſteth all the doubt, howe this 1s 
truely to be vnderſtoode , & that (hal 
we beſt vnderſtand by the contraric: 
namely by the vſurped tiranny of an- 
tichrilt. For antichriſt did challenge 
vnto himſelte al authority, both thar 
which is proper to god,& that which 
15 comon to men. Therefore that the 
pope claimed to be that only head of 
the church,tro which the whol body 
receiued diretion, & was kept in v- 
nity of faith: This was blaſphemous 
againſt Chriſt,& therforc may not be 
viurped by any Ciuill magiſtrate, no 
more the by the pope. Likewiſe, wher 
hee challengeth authoritye to alter, 
change & diſpence with the coman- 
dement of god,to make new articles 
of faith;to ordain new I 
is 
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this is alſo blaſphemous and ought 
not to be yſurped of any ciuil prince, 
On the other tide, where he challen- 
geth authority ouer all princes, & ſo 
oaer al the clergy,that he didexem 

them from the ciuil iuriſd:Hion, this 
is contumeliqus, & iniurious againſt 
al chrilcan kings. And therfore cue« 
ry prince in his own domini6,ought 
to caſt off the yoke of his ſubicion, 
and to bring al eccleſiaſtical perſons 
ynto his obedience and 1turiſdiction, 
Here haue we the firſt part of the ti- 
tle of ſupreame goucrnment ouer al 
perſons. In matter or cauſes eccleſia- 
ſtical: likewiſe,the pope doth not on 
ly preſume againſt god,as we ſaid be- 
fore : bur UG 4 againſt the lawtull au- 
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thority,giuen by God vnto men, For 
heforbiddeth princes to medle with 
reformation of Eccleſiaſticall mat- 
ters, or to make anyc lawes pertay- 
ning to cauſesof religion, aniwering 
them,that thoſe things do appertain 
onlye to him & the general counſel. 
But when he cometh to debate anye 


thing with his clergy, then al laws & 
know- 
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knowledge , are encloſed in the clo- 
ſer of his breſt. When any f.—— 


counſel mult be holden,all 


doe receiueth authoritie from him, 
For except he doe allowe, itis no- 
thing. 2nd heis ſo wyſe, that ney- 
ther with the councell,« nor without 
the counſell he can erre or thinke a- 
miſſe in matters Eccleſiaſticall:w: -r- 
as itis not onely lawful, but alſo | *- 
ceſſary for Princeſle, if they will a 2 
their dutie,to looke to the reforma- 
tion of religion , and to make lawes 
ot matters Ecclefiaſticall, but fo that 
we confounde nor the offices of the 
Prince and the Paſtour , Eor;as it is 
not lawfull for the Prince to preach, 
nor adminiſter the Sacramenrtes : no 
more is it lawfull for him to make 
lawes in Eccleſiaſtical cauſes,contra- 
ric to the knowledpe of his learned 
Paſtors. For,as theſe three partes of 
a paſtors durie, are graunted to him 
by God, preaching, miniſtring of ſa- 
craments;and Eccleſiaſticall gouern- 
ment: he maye no more take from a 
Paſtor the third,then he may the pr 


1 dutie, to hauc eſpecial 


of Eccleſiaſtical Gonernment. 
firſt . By this it appeareth, how farre 


itis lawtul for Princes to intermedle 

with cauſes Eccleſiaſtical : namelye 

that it 1s the chiefeſt poynt of their 
re 


de that 


1 God may be glorihed in their domi- 
{ nion , and therefore they ought to 


a . 


make ciuill lawes to binde the peo- 
ple vnto the confeſsion of true faith, 
and the right adminiſtring and re- 
ceiuing of the ſacramentes,and to all 
eccleſiaſtical orders,that they becing 
inſtruged by the worde of God, tho- 
row the miniſterie of the preaching 
of the ſame, ſhall vnderſtande to bee 


| profitable for edifying of the church 


of Chriſte, and the aduauncement of 
the glory of God,If any ſhall offende 


: acainſt the laws,whether he be prea- 
' cheror hearer, beſide the eccleſiaſti- 
* call cenſure,which he ſhoulde not ef- 


cape, he is alſo to be puniſhed in bo- 
dye by the ciuill magiſtrate. This we 
ſee that all chriſtian Emperours ob- 
ſcrued, that when anye controuerſie 


* aroſe, either of docrine, or of order 


and ceremonies, they commaund = 
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the Cleargic to conſult & determine 
thereof, according to the ſcripture, 
who aſſembling togeather incounſel 
obeyed their commandement.Their 
concluſion then by authoritie of the 
Emperour,was commaunded cuerye 
where to'be obſcrued,and thoſe that 
impugned it,to be pumiſhed-the ſame 
order we reade alſo ro bee obſerued, 
by the chriſtian kinges of Fraunce & 
_— , yea and of this our Brittany 
alſo,in gouerning their Eccleſiaſtical 
ſtate,by the aduile of the Cleargie of 
their dominion, But it will perhaps 
be ſayd, that for Princes to ſubſcribe 
to the determination of prieſtes ( as 

they call them)is no ſupremacie,but 
a ſubie&ion, We anſwer, it is no ſub- 
1ecion vnto men, but ro God & his 
worde, to doe nothing in theſe mat- 
ters, butby the faithfull aduiſe of 
the,that know his will, & are bounde 
to teach irynto all men : No more 
then it is to be counted a ſubieQion 
for a Prince in ciuill affayres , to fol- 
low the aduiſe of wiſe and faithfull 

Counſellers. Whereby we ſee that if 

Gods 
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| Godsordinaance were not plaine in 
the ſ{criptures,yet reaſon it (elf wold 
conclude, that if in Temporal mat- 
ters,a wiſe prince wildoe nothing of | 
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weight, withour the counſell of wiſc 
men: how much more in Gods buſi- 
nes which are of greateſt importice, 
ſhold they not decree any thing with - 
out the aduiſe of them, that be lear- 
nedin thoſe matters. And if all prin- 
ces by heathen wiſe mensiudgments 
are ſo rulers, that they are ſeruaunts 
of the laws, & of the comon wealth: 
why ſhould it be accounted for anye 
diſhonour vnto princes,to be obedi- 
ent to the lawes of God their father, 
and to ſerue to the commoditie of 
the church their mother?Irt 1s a grea- 
ter honor to be the ſon of God, and 
the child of the church, then to be a 
monarch of al the earth. Of this ho- 
nourable ſubie&ion to GOD and 
his church . Eſay Ay  - 19 en 
iter, 49. 23. Kinges ſhall be thy nur- | 
fog la and Queenes ſhall bee thy Eſay.49.33- 
Nurſes. They ſhallworſhip thee with their 
faces towardes the earth and licks the we 
0 
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of thy feete, and thou ſhalt know that I am 


_ the Lord. The prophet meaneth,thar 


Kinges and Queenes ſhal be ſo care- 
ful,for the preſeruatis of the church, 
that they ſhall thinke no ſcruice too 
baſe for. them , ſo they maye pro- 
fite the Church of Chriit withal. Vn- 
to this honourable ſubie&ion , the 
holy Ghoſt exhorreth princes in the 
ſecond pſalme : after that they haue 
tryed that they preuayle nothing in 
ſtryuing againſte the kingdome of 
Chriſt : Be now therefore wiſe ( O yee 
Kinges ): be learned that indge the earth, 
ſerne the Lord with feare and reiozce n- 
to him with trembling,Declaring that it 
is a ioyfull ſcruice to bee obedient 
ro Chriſt : yea to ſerue'G O D is in- 
deede to reigne . And efpeciallyc 
it is to be noted, where Saint Paule 
commaundeth prayers and ſuppli- 
cations, to bee made for the con- 
verſion of Kinges vnto the know- 
ledpe of the truth,and their own fal- 
uation, that he alleadgceth this rea- 
ſon, That we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able life,jn all Godlineſſe and honeſtie w 
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der their proteZlion. A godly and honeſt 
life,wee may liue, vnder enemies of 
the Churche and perſecutors : bur a 
peaceable and quiet life in all godli- 
neſle and honeſty,only vnder a chri- 
ſtian Prince. This thing therefore the 
Church moſt humbly deſireth of the 
prince: for this end the Church con- 
tinually prayeth to G OD for the 
Prince: in this reſpe& the Churche 
moſt obediently ſubmitteth her ſelf 
vnto the Prince, as a Childe to his 
nurce, that both prince and people 


may honour God in this life,and af- | 
ter this life, reigne with Chriſte euer- / 


laſtingly. 

Thus hane we breefely ſet foorth a 
form of reformation, touching mat- 
ters eccleſiaſtical (as we are through- 
ly perſwaded) agreeable to the word 
of God, and as we are able toproue, 
conſenting with the example of the 
primitiue Church, building only vp- 
pon the moſt ſure foundation of the 
canonicall ſcriptures : butintencing 
moreart large, if occaſion ſhall ſerue, 
hereafter to ſer foort!?, the R__ 

L an 
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and conſent of the Godly fathers in 
their Aces, Counſels and writinges, 
following the ſame rule & interpre- 
ration ot the ſcripture that we haue 
done. Thertore we proteſt before the 
living God and his holy Angels, and 
before the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, that ſhal 
come to judge the quicke and the 
gead, and betore the Queenes maie- 
ſtic our molt gratious Soueraigne, & 
the whole aflemblie of all eſtates of 
this Realme : that as the whol world 
may plainly ſee, we ſeeke hereby not 
our owne profite, caſe nor aduance- 
ment, but onely the glorye of God, 
and the profite of his Church : fo by 
this preſent writing , wee diſcharge 
our conſcience,according to our du- 
tuewhich is to ſhew vnto all men the 


true waye of reformation : and to 


mooue them that hane authoritie to 
ut ir in prairze,and to ſeeke by all 
wfull and ordinarye meanes,that it 
may take place, thar if it may pleaſe 
God to giue it good ſucceſſe, at this 
time to be imbraced, we maye fulfill 
the reſt of our courſe with joy. But if 
our 
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our ſinnes be the let, that this or the 
like groaded vpen Guds worde,may 
not now be receiued:yet the preſent 
age may ſce &1udge, what is the vt- 
termolt of our ,concerning re- 
formation, which hitherto for lacke 


of ſuch a publike teſtimoniall , hath * 


been ſubie@ro infinite ſlaunders,de- 
uiſed by the aduerſaries of Gods 
rrath & hinderance of Godly 

dings vato reformatid. And that the 
poſterity may know that the truth in 
this time,was not generallye vnkno- 
wen nor vnteſtihed, concerning the 
right regiment of the church of god: 


nor this diſordered forme of eccleſi- 


aſticall gouernement, which we haue 
receiued for the molt part of popery, 
delivered to our Children withour 
contradi&io, that our example ſhold 
not be preiudicial vnto them : as the 
exdple of our Godly fathers ( which 
in this poynt negleced their duetie) 
hath beene preiudiciall vnto vs. The 
Lorde graunt for Chriſtes ſake, that 
we becing ſo farre from perfe&ion, 


God may openal our eyes to ſce the 
2 ſame, 
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ſame,and bend our heartes earneſtly 
to labour to attaine therevnto : and 
in the mean time,(o farre as we haue 
attained, that we may proceede al by 
onerule, that we may be like affe&i. 
oned to ſecke the glory of God, and 
to build vp the ruynes of his temple, 
that with one hearte and with one 
voyce, we maye praiſc the Father of 
our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt in his holye 
Temple,which is the congregati- ' 
on of ſaints in the holy ghoſt, - 
to whom be al honor & 
Dominion forcuer- 
more. Amen. 
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